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COAT  OF  ARMS. 
Shropshire  Family  of  J 


SOME 


RECORDS 


OF  A  FAMILY 
FOR  A  FAMILY 


By 

One  of  the  Family 


Rosalie  Vrylina  Halsey 


Good,  fair  and  bad 
May  hers  be  had 
That’s  no  surprise! 

’ Twere  vain  to  look 
For  any  book 
That’s  otherwise 

*.*  *************************** 


Illustrated  with  portraits 
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Frances  Margaret  nalsey  Paton 


Close  to  her  heart  sire  all  the 
interests  of  the  family.  Without 
her  suggestion  these  records  would 
not  have  been  brought  together. 
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THE  BARRELLS 


Of  all  our  forebears  the  Harrells  are  probably  the  most  interesting 
in  perspective.  Our  Great  Grandmother,  Electa  Barr ell,  a  descendant  of  the 

Binghams,  Pierces,  Greenes  and  Beards,  whose  names  a- 
bound  in  the  development  of  Boston  and  its  social  life, 
was  also  the  great,  great  granddaughter  of  John  Barrell 
of  England. 

He,  the  first  one  of  the  name  to  come  to  America, 
was  born  in  Hertfordshire,  England,  in  1656,  A 
zealous  believer  in  religious  reforms,  John  Barrell, 
seeking  freedom  for  religious  worship,  spent  his  for¬ 
tune  in  building  a  ship  in  which  he  brought  a  colony 
to  America.  Several  of  the  ship*s  company  seem  to 
have  been  friends,  but  upon  landing  in  Boston  they 
separated.  He,  however,  remained  in  the  town,  since  his  name  appears  on 
the  tax  list  of  1674  and  1712.  YThether  he  had  married  as  a  youth  in  England, 
we  do  not  know,  but  we  are  descended  from  Abiah  Beard  whom  he  married  in  1701 
at  the  Old  South  Church,  the  Reverend  Samuel  Willard  performing  the  ceremony. 
(Boston  City  Doc.150)  In  Boston  he  was  voted  Overseer  of  the  Poor  that  sane 
year  and  there  his  family  grow  up. 

his  son,  John  Barrell,  Jr,,  was  among  the  first  ship  builders  of  the 
town.  He  was  also  a  prosperous  merchant,  but  when  the  troubles  with  England 
arose,  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Crown.  In  a  letter  from  Daniel  Greene  to 
Gardiner  Greene,  written  in  Boston  in  1776,  Daniel  wrote*  "What  will  bo 
done  when  they  (the  English  troops)  come  Heaven  only  knows.  The  present 
confusion  is  like  to  scatter  us  over  the  face  of  the  earth....  I  am  going 
to  London  with  Captain  Callahan,  and  expect  to  have  as  fellow  passengers 
....  .r.  J.  Barrell  and  lady."  John  Barrell,  Jr.  had  been  married  on 
July  1st,  1729,  at  the  First  Church  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foxcroft  to  Ruth 
Greene. (Boston  City  Doc. 150)  The  same  registry  of  marriages  gives  the 
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narriage  of  a  John  Barrell  and  Sophie  Greene  in  1735,  perhaps  a  siter  of 
Ruth.  Fanily  tradition  as  well  as  the  History  of  York  County,  Maine, 
credits  Ruth  with  being  the  mother  of  eleven  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Another  marriage  record  (Boston  City  Doc.151)  gives  the  date  of  the 
marriage  of  John  Barrell  and  Judith  Snow;  but  his  thirteen  children 
were  all  born  before  this  time.  VJhichever  ”ladyw  he  took  with  him  to 
England  they  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1778. 

John  Barrell,  III,  the  oldest  son,  was  undoubtedly  the  child  of 
Ruth  Grceno,  and  bom  in  1730.  Probably  it  was  he  who  in  1756  married 
Judith  Snow,  and  after  her  death  a  Miss  Elisabeth  newton  of  Boston,  in 
1768, 

Nathaniel,  the  second  son,  had  a  large  shop  in  Boston  and  a  branch- 
in  London.  He  finally  moved  to  Portland,  K.H.,  where  he  died  in  1831,  aged 
ninety-one. (History  of  York  County).  It  must  be  his  house  that  is  still 
called  the  Barrell  mansion. 

Colboum,  the  nert  son,  was  undoubtedly  a  Loyalist.  In  an  address 
to  Governor  Hutchinson  before  he  left  Boston  in  1774,  a  broadside  was 

i  ;  t  ,  ...  .  « 

issued  in  protest  at  his  departure,  signed  by  the  ‘Protesters*  among 
which  Colboum  Barren’s  name  appears  in  the  list  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one.  His  occupation  is  given  as  merchant  and  Sandermanian 
preacher, 

r  r 

John  Andrews,  the  husband  of  Ruth  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters, 

»  i  i  ■  ■  -.  »  i  ■*  f 

has  left  many  letters  since  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society.  In  one,  written  in  1774  when  the  Boston  Port  Bill  was  being 
enforced,  Mr.  Andrews  wrote  T/illiaa  Barrell,  another  brother,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  that  Colboum  owned  ten  or  a  dozen  ships  then  on  the  stocks; 
these  chips,  he  understood,  would  be  seised  as  soon  as  launched.  Event¬ 
ually  all  the  ships  were  filled  with  water  and  sunk  to  prevent  seizure. 
(Mass. His tor.Proc.v*8,  p.395)  In  October  of  the  sane  year,  Mr,  Andrews 
again  wrote  William  Barrells  "Colo’s  wife,  I  imagine,  has  been  in  your 
city  sometime,  as  she  went  from  here  some  four  weeks  since,  whence  she 
is  to  embark  with  her  husband  and  children  for  England”....  (he)  has 
let  his  ship  to  Capt.  Holland  to  convey  him  and  his  family  to  Phila- 
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delphia,  with  whom  Cole  takes  passage  likewise,  ‘After  her  discharge  proceeds 
with  her  to  England  or  Scotland,  where  he  proposes  malting  a  long  tarry", 

Walter  Barrell,  the  fifth  son,  was  also  a  Loyalist,  He  had  been 
Inspector  General  at  the  Custom  House  in  Boston  and  was  in  a  position  to 
nako  authoritative  a  paper  in  his  handwriting,  giving  a  "List  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Boston,  who  on  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  in 
1776  (march),  removed  to  Halifax  with  the  army", (Ibid)  Walter  Barrell* s 
name  appears  with  those  of  the  Government  employees  embarking,  and  six 
servants  are  listed  as  accompanying  him. 

Our  ancestor,  Joseph  Barrell,  was  the  sixth  son,  but  it  seems  well 
to  finish  with  the  little  we  know  of  his  younger  brothers  before  resuming 
his  history. 

From  John  Andrews'  letters  it  is  clear  that  William  in  1774  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  Philadelphia,  in  connection  with  the  Boston  firm  of  Anory  and 
Taylor,  He  died  there  of  a  fever  in  1776  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and 
during  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the  British  some  attempt  was  made  to 
get  at  his  effects,  estimated  between  500  and  600  pounds  sterling.  After 
the  British  left  Philadelphia,  his  estate  was  appraised  at  5,719  pounds 
currency  and  later  sold  for  10,000  pounds  currency.  Prior  to  going  to 
Philadelphia  William  had  married  a  rise  Langdon  of  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  where 
in  1760  he  had  been  in  business.  He  was  a  whig  in  opinion,  but  "seems  to 
have  been  at  one  time,  at  least,  in  the  American  army" .(Mass .His tor .Pro c. 
v.3,  p.399)  He  seems  to  have  boon  sufficiently  bookish  to  have  sent  to 
England  for  tho  famous  Mrs.  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  Smollett  and 
Sterne's  novels  and  Hutchinson* s  History  of  New  England. 

The  Barrell  papers  in  tho  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  keeping 
would  perhaps  throw  light  upon  the  careers  of  Theodore,  Jeremiah,  Edwin  and 
Savage  Barrell.  Of  the  two  sisters,  Ruth  has  already  been  mentioned  as  tho 
wife  of  John  Andrews,  She  was  undoubtedly  attractive  but  shy,  since  her 
husband  wrote  of  her  upon  one  occasion  as  "the  prettiest  woman  among  'em 
all,  but  of  no  soiesability  as  yet".  Poor  man,  he  know  of  no  inferiority 
complex  to  hold  responsible  for  her  behavior i  Elizabeth  the  older  sister 
had  married  a  Mr.  Samuel  Eliot. 
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Of  our  ancestor,  Joseph  Barrell,  wo  fortimately  know 
rather  more,  since  he  gradually  became  of  importance 
in  the  small  town  of  Boston.  Until  1769  he  served 
only  in  minor  offices;  but  "after  the  discomfiture 
of  the  Stamp  Act  project1’  among  the  names  appearing 
in  the  list  of  356  Sons  of  Liberty  who  dined  at 
Liberty  Tree,  August  14,  1769,  are  those  of  Sanuel 
and  John  Adams,  Janes  Otis,  Jr,,  Paul  Revere  and  Jos¬ 
eph  Barrell,  then  just  thirty  years  of  age.(Mass.Histor.Proo.v.2,  p.140) 

In  1776  his  name  appears  upon  various  committees  having  to  do  with  con¬ 
ditions  in  Boston  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  and  before  ling  he  was 
appointed  quarter  master  for  the  army  of  Wow  England.  In  1783  we  find  his 
name  on  the  committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  finances  of  Boston;  and 
a  year  later,  he  with  the  "Honble  Samuel  Adams"  and  others  were  asked  to 
take  into  consideration  a  "Petition  of  a  large  number  of  inhabitants  to 
form  the  Town  of  Boston  into  an  incorporated  city".  Joseph  Barrell  was 
made  treasurer  of  this  committee;  and  thereafter  his  name  appears  frequently 
upon  committees  of  finaa  co.  In  1788  he  felt  honored  by  being  one  of  thir¬ 
teen  appointed  "to  devise  suitable  ways  for  tho  inhabitants  to  express  their 
affection  and  respect  for  President  Washing ton" . 

Until  1792  Joseph  Barrell  lived  in  Summer  Street,  Boston.  Sumer 
Street  in  1821  seems  to  have  extended  from  Beacon  Street  around  the  State 
House  yard  to  Belnap  Street;  from  Marlboro  Street  to  Bill  Voso's  Wharf. 

If  the  street  was  the  same  in  1786,  it  would  explain  how  Hr.  Barrell  was 
able  in  that  year  to  deed  "tothe  city  a  piece  of  land  twelve  feet  six 
inches  wide  leading  from  Dock  Square  to  Hr.  Thaoher's  Church,  the  New 
North".  Summer  Street  at  that  time  was  beyond  dispute  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  avenue  in  Boston.  Magnificent  trees  then  skirted  its  entire  length, 
overarching  the  driveway  with  interlacing  branches’* .  (Old  Landmarks  of 
Boston,  p.38)  “Hero. .. .were  the  residences  of  Joseph  Barrell  and  Cover- 

nor  James  Sullivan.  Afterwards  oarne  the  Grays,  Ben j. Bussey,  Nathaniel 

> 

Goddard,  H.  Hill  and  David  Ellis  whose  gardens  supplied  with  the  fruits 
and  flowers  of  those  days,  and  in  them  peaches  and  grapes...  ripened 
every  yoar".  (Proc.llass.Histor .Soc.  v.12)  r.  Barrell,  these  records 


o  . 

. 

’  1  .  ■  ~  . ' 

.  '1  • 

* 

.  >• 

:r  T 

,  •  • 

•  ••  f 

;  .  •  tO 

.... 

1  J 

■ 

• ;  •  * 

'  '  o  fo 

0  "  ’  i\ 

1  • 

*?  *!i ' 

,  •  * 

o  . 


* 


:  *  ;  • '  o  <  ■  ■  '• 


<  -s  •  •* 

#  .  .  » 


r  "<:•  \ 


v  • 


.. 


• 

o-  •  r 

r  •  * 

, 

f  ...  *••••• 

- 

' 

'  •  ' 

0  ’  ■ : 

.  ■ 

•  ) 

JU  i  •  J3'  . 

•  V 

.  .  ...  . . 

■ 

I 

’  o 

•  ■  •  c.  . 

. 

•  V 

ryp  •  .**  ^ 

- 

•  -  * 

- 

'v 

i  '  i 

Of!  •  "•  • '' 

. 

+'  „  | 

. 


1  'VI  til 


"TO  T 


. 

T  .  • 


* 


'  s 


.  •  * 


■ 


•  r  < } 


. 


:r,  o  ■>  ■">  to' 

o  t  f0  i  1  •  \  . 


.  ’■  . 


ai  i  il  ■ 


< .  ’ 


•>  ; 


■  ' :  .  ■  '  ■  '  :  f 


*  ! 


O  '  •  'A'!  1  1  ;'Jr 


:  -  "■ 


A  % 

•:  '  J  . 

■  •  '  . 


/**,  f 


'  n  .L  • 


•;  /  c  ' 

- 

o  't  'v  . 

’ 

.  T 

»  0  Jo 

■  * 

H '(  ! 

0  rt  '  •  •  > 

.  '  ’ 

:  o 

' '  i 

■*  ■  I 

■  .C  . 


.  /  *  •  »  . 


‘  i  .  " 


•  T 


• :  /  • 


. 


r  • . 


i'l 


■  •  r,:  A  i'i  ■  '!- 


■  ■;  'T 


•  •  •  • 


1 


.•  ■ 


•r 


'  *£..)  : 


■ 


•  i  > 


,*C 


1  • 


. 


.  .  •  o  '  . 

. 

•  i  • 


-6- 


state,  himself,  drained  and  made  a  garden  of  the  swampy  ground  then  existing 
at  the  lower  end  of  Franklin  Street;  to  which  his  own  garden  extended  from 
Summer  Street.  It  was  to  this  house  he  probably  brought  his  bride,  Ann 
Pieroe,  whom  ho  married  Juno  14,  17G4.  Her  portrait  (frontis,)  in  pastel 
by  Copley  is  now  owned  by  one  of  her  descendants,  Mrs.  Robert  Hale.  Family 
tradition  places  this  pastel  as  executed  in  17G8  when  Mrs.  Barroll  was 
twenty- four  years  old.  As  Joseph  Barrell  married  as  his  second  wife, 

Hannah  Fitch,  in  November,  1771  (Boston  Town  Records,  Doo.101)  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  Mrs.  Am  Barrell  died  as  early  as  1770*  His 
third  wife ,  Sarah  (Webb)  Simpson  survived  him. 

In  1792  from  Charles  Bullfinch* s  designs  a  large  country  house 
outside  Boston  was  in  course  of  construction  for  the  Barrells.  In  “Ex¬ 
tracts  from  a  Journal  of  a  Gentleman  Visiting  Boston”  (1792)  we  find  this 
record  of  one  day*s  entertainment:  “While  viewing...  a  celebrated  card 
factory  in  this  town  ...  Mr*  Joseph  Barrell  came  in  and  conducted  us  to 
his  house  (in  Summer  St.  probably).  We  were  much  gratified  with  the  view 
of  his  garden,  he  regaled  us  also  with  fruits  gathered  immediately  from 
his  trees.  (Mass.  Histor.  Proc.  v.12,  p.6?)  In  September  the  traveller 
noted  in  his  journal:  “Sept. 19th.  We  took  a  walk  out  to  Cambridge.... 

On  our  return  struck  off  the  road  (to  Cobble  Hill),  and  took  a  view  of 
the  beautiful  and  commodious  edifice  Hr.  Joseph  Barrell  of  this  town  is 
erecting  for  his  country  residence  upon  an  eminence  near  the  Charles 
River.  As  it  will  be  the  largest,  so  I  think  it  will  bo  infinitely  the 

c 

most  elegant  dwelling  house  yet  built  in  Hew  England.  It  comands  the 
most  delightful  views  imaginable,  Mr.  B.  has  now  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  near  by;  fifty  of  which,  I  understand,  ho  intends  to  appropriate 
for  gardens.” 

Later  in  the  year  the  sane  gentleman  recorded  a  dinner  at  Hr. 
Barrell*s  town  house:  “A  large  company  present,  among  ih  em  Judge  Lowell, 
Judge  Iredell,  Judge  Sullivan.  An  elegant  dinner  and  delicious  flavored 
wines”. 

Mr.  Barren's  hospitality  was  evidently  well  known.  Young  Mies 
Kliza  Morton  of  Hew  York,  who  afterwards  married  Jociah  Quincy,  upon  a 
visit  to  her  fiance's  parents,  in  1779,  wrote  home  of  the  Charlestown 
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oountry  house  and  of  the  "elegance'*  of  a  dinner  at  which  she  was  a  guest. 

In  another  letter  dated  Boston*  August*  1770,  by  Joseph  Donnie,  Jr.  (who 
has  been  called  the  American  Addison),  it  is  evident  that  there  were  other 
charms  than  views  and  food  at  the  Barrell  home: 

"From  the  ennui e,u  wrote  Mr.  Donnie,  "which  you  apprehended  I  sh  ould 
experience  in  the  counting  room,  I  was  relieved  the  day  you  left  town ,  by 
the  company  of  Mr.  Joseph  Barrell  and  a  Mr*  Morewood,  a  youthful  Englishman 
of  come  promise.  But  greater  things  were  reserved  for  me.  For  at  four 
o'clock  I  found  myself  by  Barroll’s  civility  at  his  chateau  and  by  his 
daughter’s  side.  Be  assured  I  was  very  elegant  on  this  occasion.  I  an 
not  much  in  the  habit  of  tacking  on  the  epithets,  angelic  and  divine,  by 
way  of  a  fringe  to  a  petticoat,  but  an  willing  to  allow  that  Miss  B.  is  a 
very'  perfect  mortal,  and  as  pretty  a  piece  of  flesh  as  any  in  Messina... 

In  my  last  I  praised  the  bewitching  Barrell...”  This  was  evidently  a 
daughter  of  hr*  Barren’s  second  marriage;  sho  later  married  Mr.  Benjamin 
Joy  whose  descendants  still  live  in  Boston  and  own  many  objects  once 
ornamenting  the  Charlestown  mansion. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  just  how  many  children 
Mr.  Joseph  Barrell  had.  The  Boston  Town  Records 
gives  the  marriage  of  Ruth  17.  Barrell  of  Charles¬ 
town  with  Gideon  Snow  on  Dec.  6,  1802.  Sometime 
after  his  death  in  1304  a  pamphlet  was  issued  by 
four  sons,  Charles,  George,  Henry  F.,  and  Samuel 
Brown  Barroll,  who  represent  themselves  as  minors 
in  1304*  Mr.Barroll’s  property  had  evidently  be¬ 
come  much  involved,  and  before  his  death  he  had 
conveyed  to  his  scn-in-law  Mr.  Joy,  his  estate 

i/ith  the  request  to  manage  it  as  most  advantage¬ 
ous  to  his  family.  Prom  this  pamphlet  now  in  the 
possession  of  tse  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  we  know  that  invest¬ 
ments  in  what  wan  known  as  the  Georgia  Speculation  had  proved  disastrous 
and  through  Mr.  Joy’s  efforts  although  Congress  took  up  the  matter  in 
1813  and  1814,  no  satisfactory  settlement  had  been  made  by  1816,  Of  these 
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sons  Charles  had  a  fine  country  place  near  Portsmouth ,  if, ft*  and  George, 

✓*  .  •  "  *  '•  ’  ■  ■ 

having  triod  his  fortune  in  the  ississippi  territory  in  1815,  was  living 
again  in  Boston  in  1841, 

Among  other  enterprises  in  which  .r,  Barrell,  Sr,  was  interested. 
Has  his  dispatch,  together  with  five  other  Bostonians  of  three  vessels  to 
the  Pacific  coast  in  1787,  These  ships,  the  Columbia,  Washington,  and 
North  America,  took  out  a  number  of  medals  struck  for  the  distribution 

-  ,  1  a 

among  the  natives  of  the  places  visited  (GreenIiow*s  Memoir  of  the  North 

t  «.«*<«  j  i  '  • 

West  Coast  of  North  America),  The  medals  remaining  are  rare,  but  the 

.  * 

t  •  -  i  |  v  « 

Columbia  River  then  discovered  is  a  perpetual  reminder  of  the  expedition, 

*  *  n 

Almost  the  last  glimpse  of  Mr*  Barrell,  himself,  in  the  public  records 

*  f  *  i  i 

of  Boston,  is  a  vote  of  thanks  extended  to  him  in  1797  by  the  Massachv**  - 
setts  Historical  Society  for  cloaks  and  feathers  brought  home  to  him  in 

'  ■  M  i  j.  <  •  u  1  i  ’  ‘ 

exchange  for  some  of  these  medals. 

i 

The  second  portrait  of  Mr*  Barrell  is  also  by  Copley  and  after 

*  •  '  ‘  4  ■  *. 

long  remaining  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  was  finally  sold 
by  Mr*  Joseph  Barrell  of  Yale  University  and  is  now  owned  by  the  Anti¬ 
quarian  Society  of  Worcester,  also,  I  think  in  possession  of  the  earlier 
portrait . 

Joseph  Barrell,  Jr.  (1765-1801),  the  son  of 
Ann  Pieroe,  married  in  1796  Electa  Bin  ham, 
who  was  the  mother  of  our  great  grandmother, 
Electa  Barrell,  later  the  wife  of  Sampson 
Vryling  Stoddard  Wilder,  He  died  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  his  thirty-sixth  year  while  still 
living  with  his  father  in  the  country  house. 
The  miniatures  of  them  are  owned  by  Ethel 
Wickham  of  New  York.  After  the  marriage  of 
their  only  daughter  to  Mr*  Wilder,  Mrs  , 

Barrell  accompanied  them  to  Paris;  and 
sometime  later  married  a  Mr,  Sage,  There 
were  no  children  of  this  marriage* 
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The  miniature  of  Electa  Bingham  Barrel 1,  after¬ 
wards  Mrs,  Sage,  looks  as  if  done  at  the  sane 
tine  as  one  of  her  daughter  when  in  Paris. 

As  to  the  lovely  Bullfinch  mansion,  wo  know 
that  eventually  it  was  bought  and  used  for  the 
MacLe-an  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  It  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  noteworthy  to  have  been  perpetuated  upon 
a  blue  Staffordshire  plate,  one  of  which  is  in 
the  collection  of  R,T,H*a#  Finally  the  Boston 
and  Maine  H.R,  bought  the  property,  and  the 
house  was  torn  clown,  the  staircase  and  some  of 

m 

the  interior  woodwork  being  bought  by  a  family 
in  Worcester,  Mass*  Thus  some  remnant  may 

still  be  seen. 

w 

One  likes  to  take  leave  of  the  old  Ur#  Barrell  as  he  sat  in  his  long 
boat  canned  by  eight  nen  in  livery  pulling  down  the  Charles  River  from 
his  own  boat  landing  to  some  spot  convenient  to  his  place  of  business 
in  Boston. 
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THE  WILDERS 


For  J.  Caesar’s  statement  in  his  Commentaries  that  "All  Caul  may 
be  divided  into  three  parts" ,  we  nay  substitute  our  own  that  the  Halsey 
records  nay  be  divided  into  two  parts,  the  ancestors  of  our  Father, 

William  Forest  Halsey,  and  of  our  Mother,  Fannie  Evelyn  Haines. 

The  Wilders,  the  maiden  name  of  our  Mother’s  mother,  have  left 
more  available  history  in  the  "Records  of  f.’,V,S, Wilder*  written  by  our 
Grandmother  Haines;  and  since  many  of  the  "Records"  were  in  S.V.S, 

Wilder’s  own  handwriting,  they  are  presumably  sufficiently  accurate  to  be 
condensed  as  follows. 

Thomas  Wyelder  cane  with  his  widowed  mother,  Martha,  from  Lancaster, 
England,  to  Charlestown,  Mass,  about  1638.  Very  soon  they  moved  towards 
the  center  of  the  state  since  Thomas  signed  his  name  on  July  1st,  1659,  to 
a  covenant  entered  into  by  the  first  settlers  in  a  district  forty  miles 
west  of  Boston,"  for  the  better  preserving  of  religion  and  ourselves  from 
the  infection  of  Error".  The  district  they  named  Lancaster,  and  Thomas 
Wyeldor’s  own  farm  of  500  acres  was  near  the  center  of  the  present  very 
lovely  village  of  that  name;  and  in  the  homestead  he  built  two  genera¬ 
tions  lived.  Of  his  son  Thomas  the  record  is  brief,  but  he  was  philan¬ 
thropic  in  his  deed  of  land  as  a  Burial  Ground,  vjhere  many  of  Thomas 
Wyelder* s  descendants  lie  buried, 

Thomas  Wyelder* s  grandson,  Joseph  Wilder,  was  "a  nan  of  extensive 
influence  and  an  active  magistrate"  in  his  office  of  ,]ucige  in  the  Court 
of  the  Province  of  Maine,  then  including  much  of  what  was  to  become  the 
Hew  England  states.  He  was  also  a  member  of  "that  illustrious  body  known 
as  the  General  Corte  of  Massachusetts,  Born  in  1683,  he  lived  until  1757, 
forty  years  after  the  death  of  his  father  and  ninety  years  after  that  of 
the  Thomas  Wyelder  who  had  emigrated  to  America,  Joseph* s  son  Caleb 
(1710-1176)  seems  to  have  been  loss  "active"  since  he  allowed  the  home- 
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stead  to  which  he  had  brought  his  bride,  Abigail  Carter,  in  1736,  to 
subside  into  a  aero  farmhouse,  although  for  his  family  he  built  a  sub¬ 
stantial  brick  house,  in  Lancaster,  where  he  died  at  the  beginning  cf 
the  Revolution. 

To  this  dwelling,  then  newly  finished,  Caleb’s  son,  Levi  (1750- 
1793)  brought  his  wife,  Sarah  Stoddard,  in  1779;  and  there  on  'ay  20th, 
1780,  our  Great  Grandfather,  Sampson  Vryling  Stoddard  Wilder  was  born  - 
being  the  eldest  of  oi$rt  children,  two  none  and  six  daughters. 

His  mother’s  family,  the  Stoddards,  had  emigrated  from  the  West 
of  England  and  cone  to  Boston  about  1C39,  the  original  settler  being 
one  Anthony  Stoddard.  The  family  fortunes  evidently  prospered,  since 
his  great  grandson,  Sampson  Stoddard  of  the  Harvard  class  of  1730,  was 
considered  a  Hnan  of  property" « 

Sampson  siarriod  for  his  second  wife,  Margaret  Vryling,  whose 
father,  Van  Vryling,  was  a  distinguished  merchant  in  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
trading  with  Batavia,  the  land  of  promise  to  the  Dutch*  When  he  died 
in  1714  he  left  an  ample  fortune  to  his  widow  and  four  daughters.  The 
youngest,  an  infant,  was  to  marry  in  assachusetts ,  Sampson  Stoddard. 

Religious  differences  so  divided  the  family  that  the  widow  took 
her  portion  of  the  estate,  picked  up  the  two  .younger  children  and  in 
1715  crossed  the  seas  to  Boston;  and  never  again  saw  the  two  older 
daughters  who  died  many  years  later  unmarried, 

* 

Margaret  Van  Vryling  seems  to  have  dropped  the  prefix  Van 
during  her  several  years  residence  in  Boston  where  the  older  child's 
death  was  coon  follov/ed  by  the  widow's,  which  left  Margaret  as  sole 
heiress . 

S#Y ,S .Milder*  s  reminiscences  do  not  include  any  further  account 
of  where  or  how  the  girl  lived  until  she  married  Sampson  Stoddard.  HJJ 
promptly  invested  his  wife's  inheritance  in  land  in  Mew  Hampshire,  to 
an  aggregate  of  eighty  thousand  acres* 

There  were  two  children  bora  to  them:  Sarah,  the  mother  of  our 
Groat  Grandfather  S.V  .S.Vildor ,  and  a  son,  Vryling.  fie  and  his  half 
brother,  Sampson,  graduated  at  harvard  in  1763  and  1765,  but  both  died 
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before  Sarah* s  marriage ,  go  that  she  was  sole  heir  to  the  acres  in 
New  Hampshire . 

About  1770  word  was  received  of  the  death  of  the  old  Aunts  in 
Amsterdam  and  that  there  was  an  estate  of  thirty-two  thousand  pounds 
sterling  and  real  estate  sufficient  to  make  a  total  ©state  of  40,000 
pounds.  The  difficulties  inherent  in  settling  this  inheritance  across 
the  seas  made  it  imperative  to  give  power  of  attorney  to  some  one  in 
whom  implicit  confidence  could  be  placed.  A  neighbor,  a  sea  captain, 
was  authorized  by  Sampson  Stoddard  to  charter  a  small  vessel,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Amsterdam,  there  to  dispose  of  securities  and  real  estate,  in¬ 
vest  in  specie,  and  return  to  Boston.  I  remember  hearing  0'<rr  Grand¬ 
mother  Haines  tell  how  the  vessel  was  lost  at  sea,  the  captain  having 
decided  to  return  by  way  of  China,  whore  he  proposed  to  invest  in 
silks  and  tea  and  so  make  a  profit.  At  least  so  ran  the  tale  of  the  two 
sailors  who  eighteen  months  later  turned  up  in  Boston  as  the  sole  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  shipwreck  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca, 

With  the  Hew  Hampshire  investment  there  was  no  better  luck. 

The  acres  wore  turned  into  farms,  sold  to  colonists  on  the  deferred 
payment  plan,  without  stipulation  that  the  eventual  payment  chouSd 
be  made  in  “hard  cash”.  Faynaxfe  were  deferred  until  the  Revolution 
upset  financial  conditions  and  Continental  money  taken  in  payment  proved 
to  be  worth  in  silver  only  100-1.  Barrells  of  paper  money  in  the  Lan¬ 
caster  house  garrett  were  finally  redeemed  by  the  Government  at  that  rate. 

Other  lands  were  "taken  possession  of  by  squatters  during  the  dis¬ 
tracted  times  of  our  Revolutionary  struggle*  and,  with  the  death  of 
Sampson  Stoddard  before  the  war  ended,  his  widow  deemed  it  against  her 
conscience  to  take  legal  redress. 

Meanwhile  unwise  endorsements  of  pap  rs  for  friends  by  Sampson 
Stoddard  left  his  widow  and  daughter,  Sarah,  quite  impoverished,  Car all 
we  have  soon  married  Levi  Wilder  of  Lancaster,  He  died  young  in  1793 
when  Sampson  Vryling  Stoddard,  whose  name  pretty  well  showed  his  an¬ 
cestry,  was  thirteen  years  old  and  eldest  of  a  family  of  eight.  At 
this  age  his  business  career  started  in  the  shop  of  Josiah  Flagg,  a 
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nephew  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Mr*  Flagg  proved  a  good  advisor  to  tlio 
Wilder  family  for  many  years,  and  very  shortly  Sampson  was  transferred 
to  a  store  in  Gardner,  ..ass,*  thought  to  offer  more  opportunity.  Two 
years  later,  however*  he  decided  that  he  could  better  himself,  and, 
costumed  in  nankeen,  surprised  his  family  one  day  by  appearing  in 
Lancaster  with  the  expressed  purpose  to  go  to  Boston. 

In  Charlestown,  near  Boston,  he  did  find  a  better  foothold  and 
when  his  employer,  Mr.  Henley,  died,  became  head  clerk  f or  the  widow 
who  carried  on  the  business.  It  was  through  this  connection  that  later 
opportunity  care  to  go  to  Paris,  where  he  Ex>ent  much  tine  during  twenty 
years.  Through  Henley  he  net  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Morse,  (Father  of  American 
Geography),  who  permitted  the  lad  to  use  hi s  library.  In  Boston,  also,  he 
met  Tall yr and ,  who  as  napoleon* s  Prime  Minister  was  later  to  afford  S.V.S.U, 
both  protection  and  privileges.  Here,  too,  in  his  business  at  a  bank  in 
Boston  he  not  his  future  father-in-law, then  cashier  in  a  bark  in  the 
city  but  living  at  Somerville  at  hi*  father,  Joseph  Barrell  f.r,  *s  beauti¬ 
ful  country  place,  whxh  an  lias  been  said  was  built  from  the  plans  of 
Bullfinch . 

It  was  during  this  period  that  in  1800  he  was  the  second  person 
vaccinated  in  America  by  Dr,  Vaierhouse,  a  friend  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  dorse. 

The  banker,  nr.  Barr ell,  was  much  interested  through  a  business 
incident  in  young  Wilder  and  invited  him  to  the  Barrell  homo,  where  years 
afterward  he  remembered  to  have  seen  his  wife  in  her  baby  coach.  Mo  can 
imagine  him  presenting  himself  in  his  summer  costume  of  "nankeen  small 
clothes,  silk  stockings,  white  V  . rseilles  vest,  striped  gingham  coat  and 
white  fur  hat",  very  becoming  to  the  slender  youth,  well-built  with  ruddy 
complexion  and  curly  reddish  brown  hair. 

By  1300,  at  twenty  years  of  a  o,  he  seems  to  have  bean  in  business 
for  himself  in  Court  street,  Boston,  where  he  also  executed  commissions 
froea  Mr.  Oodnan,  a  well-known  merchant,  and  others  much  to  their  satis¬ 
faction  and.  hie  own.  Since  the  importations  were  largely  French  goods, 
he  soon  become  an  expert  in  their  appraisal,  and  in  180?  Mill lam  Gray,  a 
"millionaire  merchant"  of  Salon,  Mass,,  asked  him  to  go  as  his  agent  to 
Franco.  Funds  were  to  bo  collected  at  Nantes,  Bordeaux  and  '  arseilles 
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and  invented  in  goods,  In  Leghorn,  Naples,  Trieste  and  Goitenbergh  he 
was  also  to  seek  materials,  tfcile  "crapes'*  and  sewing  silk  wore  to  be 
secured  in  Italy. 

So  at  82  years  of  age,  as  supercargo,  the  youth  set  sail  on  board 
the  Ship  "Elizabeth0.  "Even  the  cabin  was  so  filled  with  freight,  with 
bags  of  coffee  that  Bryant  (follow  passenger  but  millionaire)  and  ays  elf 
could  not  reach  our  berths  without,  creeping  on  our  hands  and  knees".  After 
passing  Newfoundland,  the  two  passengers  shared  duty  with  the  crew  at  the 
pumps  during  the  forty  days  passage  before  reaching  Nantes.  .V.C. Milder  had  * 

his  first  sight  of  Paris,  he  said,  "on  the  very  day  and  hour  when  Napoleon 
was  proclaimed  Emperor  on  twelve  squares  of  the  city0.  Festivity  reigned 
and  "fountains  ran  wine  day  and  night"*  Mr.  Latour-  loubr ey ,  a  celebrated 
language  master,  was  at  once  engaged  and  came  to  S.V.S .Milder* s  lodgings 
at  “fun -Up" .  Later  the  tutor  became  secretary  to  Napoleon  and  years 
afterwards  was  the  means  of  a  near  romance  in  the  American’s  career. 

Business  prospered  and  in  twelve  months  tine  lie  was  giving  employment  to 
over  twelve  hundred  men  and  "had  cleared  for  Mr.  Gray  during  ci  hteen 
months*  operations  so:n  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  for  our  own  house  up¬ 
wards  of  half  that  cm."  Nr.  Wilder  then  hurried  hone,  dissolved  an  un¬ 
fortunate  partnership  and  in  six  weeks  was  again  on  the  way  to  France. 

,  This  time  he  remain®1  till  1807  when  the  English  blockade  of  French 
ports  made  shipping  too  hazardous.  But  after  a  short  stay  in  Boston  he 
again  sailed,  this  time  as  agent  for  Stephenson  HlggLnson,  whose  brother 
Henry  had  .advised  him,  from  Paris,  to  secure  Mr,  Wilder  since  he,  himself, 
was  to  start  a  banking  firm  in  London  and  was  giving  up  the  agency  for 
exports  from  France.  During  his  twenty  years  residence  in  Paris  E.V.S.W* 
crossed  the  ocean  sixteen  times,  dividing  his  brief  visits  to  America 
between  Boston  and  Bolton  near  Lancaster. 

Xn  1812,  however,  he  remained  in  America  long  enough  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  Electa  Sorrell,  who  lived  with  her  mother  in  North  anpton, 
Mass*,  after  young  Joseph  Barren’s  death.  Letters  in  the  possession  of 
a  descendant  show  that  havirg  obtained  her  mother’s  consent  to  the  marriage 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  where  he  wrote  stilted  letters  of  admon¬ 
ition  to  his  young  fiancco  of  fifteen. 
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somewhat  at  length  in  the  * Records  of  5  ,Y,r*rildor"  and  since  the  descrip¬ 
tion  sras  evidently  dictated  by  lire ,  VTilder  it  seer.s  worth  while  to  quote 
from  it:  "Entering  the  heavy  stone  doorway,  through  which  you  catch  a 
glimpse  of  extensive  gardens  read  of  orange  trees  in  the  rear,  go  up  the 
solid  stone  stairway . . .  •  to  the  first  upper  story  fron  the  street.  Then 
passing  through  an  ante-room  and  the  clerk* s  counting  room,  you  enter 
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Ir  June,  1014,  they  were  married  at  Northampton .  Their  welding 

journey  mas  well  chaperoned  me  learn  from  an  account  8,  .8 .Milder,  him¬ 
self,  wrote  for  a  daughter  in  1060.  "Aunt  S,  and  her  daughter"  wero 
their  companions  cm  route  to  Pittsfield.  The  groom  soon  perceived  an 
array  of  carriages  in  the  rear,  and  before  their  occupants  returned 
homeward  he  had  provided  an  impromptu  wedding  feast  for  sirfcy  people 
at  a  wayside  inn* 

It  was  at  this  tine  that  the  house  at  Holton,  Mass.,  was  pur¬ 
chased  upon  a  site  near  Lancaster;  and  here  they  lived  for  a  year  before 
the  cessation  of  the  war  with  England  and  a  treaty  of  peace  nade  possible 
and  necessary  another  trip  to  England  and  France.  Passports  were  so 
difficult  to  procure  that  f.M.S.Tildor  meet  needs  go  by  way  of  Portugal. 
From  England  he  could  only  reach  France  through  Holland.  Apparently 
his  family,  which  now  included  Pro.  Barrel!,  was  left  at  Bolton,  since 
it  was  not  until  1817  that  the  three  adults  and  a  baby  went  to  Paris. 

Mrs,  Barrell  had  been  informed,  however,  before  sailing,  by  a  letter 
from  her  son-in-law  tliat  "business  rather  than  pleasure  was  the  object 
of  the  journey". 

At  18  Ruo  Petit  Oarreau  in  Paris  they  established  themselves,  and 
became  well  known  residents  to  itiom  all  sorts  of  appeals  were  made  by 
Americans j  relations  to  be  traced,  a  physician's  name  asked  for  sudden 
illness,  children  placed  at  school,  and  other  demands  now  the  duty  of 

the  Consul. 

nr,  Wilder  became  associated  with  the  banking  firm  of  Hottinguer 
et  do*  and  it  was  by  Baron  Eottinguer  that  the  silver  teaset  owned  by 
K.  II,  Eaton,  and  L ,11. Barker  was  presented  to  Mrs,  Wilder  when 

Grandma  Haines  was  bom  on  February  14,  1319  acid  named  in  honor  of  the 
land  of  her  birth,  Francina.  To.  13  hue  Petit  Carreau  is  described 
somewhat  at  length  in  the  "Records  of  »  .V. 3, Wilder"  and  since  the  descrip¬ 
tion  was  evidently  dictated  by  Mrs.  Milder  it  seems  worth  while  to  quote 
from  it:  "Entering  the  heavy  stone  doorway,  through  which,  you  catch  a 
glimpse  of  extensive  gardens  and  of  orange  trees  in  the  rear,  go  up  the 
solid  stc no  stairway..,,  to  the  first  upper  story  from  the  street.  Then 
passing  through  an  ante-roon  and  the  clerk's  counting  room,  you  enter 
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Xn  June,  1014,  they  wore  married  at  Horthar .pton .  Their  redding 

journey  was  well  chaperoned  ne  learn  from  an  account  f>, .8. Milder,  him¬ 
self,  wrote  for  a  daughter  in  1060.  "Aunt  C ,  and  her  daughter”  were 
their  companions  on  route  to  Pittsfield.  The  groan  soon  perceived  an 
array  of  carriages  in  the  rear,  and  before  their  occupants  returned 
homeward  he  had  provided  an  Impromptu  wedding  feast  for  sixty  people 
at  a  wayside  inn* 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  house  at  Bolton,  Mas3.,  was  pur¬ 
chased  upon  a  site  near  Lancaster;  and  here  they  lived  for  a  year  before 
the  cessation  of  the  war  with  England  and  a  treaty  of  peace  made  possible 
and  necessary  another  trip  to  England  and  France.  Passports  were  so 
difficult  to  procure  that  S,V*S. Milder  must  needs  go  by  way  of  Portugal. 
From  England  he  could  onl;,  reach  France  through  Holland.  Apparently 
his  family,  which  now  included  ?:rs*  Farrell,  was  left  at  Bolton,  since 
it  was  not  until  1817  that  the  three  adults  and  a  baby  went  to  Paris* 

Mrs,  Burrell  had  been  informed,  however,  before  sailing,  by  a  letter 
from  her  son-in-law  tliat  "business  rather  than  pleasure  was  the  object 
of  the  journey"* 

At  18  Rue  Petit  Carreau  in  Paris  they  established  thorns elves,  and 
became  ?/cll  known  residents  to  vh  om  all  sorts  of  appeals  were  made  by 
Americans j  relations  to  be  traced,  a  physician's  none  asked  for  sudden 
illness,  children  placed  at  school,  and  other  demands  now  the  duty  of 

the  Consul. 

hr.  Wilder  became  associated  with  the  banking  firm  of  Ilottinguer 
et  uie.  and  it  was  by  Baron  Hottinguer  that  the  silver  teaset  owned  by 
if.  M,  Eaton,  R.V.II.  and  L. II. Barker  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Wilder  when 
Grandma  Haines  was  bom  on  February  14,  1319  and  named  in  honor  of  the 
land  of  her  birth,  Francina.  !:o.  18  hue  Petit  Carreau  is  described 
somewhat  at  length  in  the  "Records  of  F «Y.F .Milder"  and  since  the  descrip¬ 
tion  was  evidently  dictated  by  Mrs .  Milder  it  seems  worth  while  to  quote 
from  it:  "Entering  the  heavy  stono  Toorway,  through  which  you  catch  a 
glimpse  of  extensive  gardens  and  of  orange  trees  in  the  rear,  go  up  the 
solid  stc?ie  stairway..*,  to  the  first  upper  story  from  the  street.  Then 
passing  through  an  ante-room  and  the  clerk's  counting  room,  you  enter 
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Mr,  Wilder *8  private  office.”  Hie  appearance,  chair 
and  desk  are  well  represented  in  the  portrait  done  by 
John  Vanderiyn,  a  pupil  of  Trumbull  through  the  finan¬ 
cial  aid  of  Aaron  Burr.  The  portrait  is  owned  by 
Wilder  H*  Haines  and  at  present  is  loaned  to  the 
Cleveland  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 

On  the  other  side  of  the  stairway  were  the  family 
apartments, nine  or  ten  in  number,  and,  as  is  usually 
the  French  custom,  ail  on  the  same  floor.  There  ms 
the  salon  with  its  hangings  and  furniture  of  green, 
a  place  that  was  often  the  refuge  of  perplexed  Amer¬ 
icans,  a  meeting  place  for  clergymen,  an  apartment  where  Mr*  ilder’s  family 
physician  Spuraheim  couau  discuss  with  Dr*  Gail  some  medical  interest  then 
novel,  xxi  their  hotel  Washington  Irving  found  a  temporary  home  and  John 
Armstrong ,  the  American  minister,  improved  the  advart  ages  enjoyed  by  I  r, 
wilder  from  Tallyrand  *  s  protection  to  arrange  to  return  to  America  in  war¬ 
time*  Albert  Gallatin  and  Edward  Everett  were  among  the  prominent  Americans 
who  were  sure  of  a  welcome  by  the  beautiful  and  hospitable  drs*  iider, 
business  necessitated  frequent  journeys  to  manufacturing  towns. 
Sometimes*  as  an  old  passport  shows,  S« V,b ,w •  was  accompanied  by  his  wife 

l  t  >  >  t 

in  their  spacious  private  ooach.  vises  were  so  frequently  necessary  that 
one  passport  is  signed  thirty  times  during  a  journey  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles*  In  1620  dr#  and  krs.  wilder  crossed  the  channel  to  hondon 
with  as  chief  object  the  many  religious  gatherings  with  which  they  had 
keen  sympathy. 

It  must  have  been  while  S.v#S*v**  was  still  a  bachelor  that  an  un- 
pretentiou  no'oc  belongs,  asking  him  to  represent  the  minister  from  the 
United  btates,  at  the  marriage  of  Napoleon  and  Marie  Louise  of  Austria; 
anti  while  his  wife  was  still  at  Bolton  that  ho  landed  at  Havre  in  1616 
to  find  “Paris  all  confusion  and  consternation" •  He  described  for  his 
family  the  suspense  before  Waterloo ,  the  return  of  the  wounded  and  refugees, 
the  arrival  of  the  allied  armies  outside  Paris,  And  then  the  quartering  in 
his  house  of  an  English  general  and  fifteen  soldiers. 


Mr*  v’ildor  admired 
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nuch  that  Napoleon  had  accomplished,  especially  the  Code  Hapoleon  under 
which  nore  justice  was  possible*  He  therefore  communicated  to  Latour- 
Moubrey  a  plan  for  Napoleons  escape  to  America,  disguised  as  his  valet. 

He,  himself,  could  as  an  American  merchant  sail  in  one  of  the  ships  he 
controlled,  without  question  from  the  occupying  army.  Napoleon  declined 
to  desert  his  loyal  officers,  and  so  the  stranger  to  whom  b.V.S .Wilder  alluded 
ih  a  letter  to  his  wife  as  possibly  claiming  her  hospitality  never  appeared. 

It  is  also  worth  recording  that  during  the  war  of  1812  Mr.  "wilder  was 
the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  President  Madison.  Relays  of  horses  enabled  him 
to  reach  Washington  speedily;  but  tine  was  of  such  importance  that  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  he  proceeded  at  midnight  to  the  White  House  and  rang  the 
bell.  "An  old  man  wearing  a  night  cap,  and  carrying  a  candle  opened  the 
door.  It  was  the  President!" 

Beside  his  connection  with  Hottinguer  et  Cie.  in  Paris,  Hr.  Wilder 
in  1812  had  formed  in  New  York  a  partnership  with  Najah  Taylor,  Gustavus 
Upson,  and  Nathaniel  Richards,  intimate  friends  as  well  as  business  associates. 
By  1823  Various  circumstances" ,  among  them  the  unsettled  political  conditions 
in  Europe,  determined  Hr.  Wilder  to  remove  his  family  to  America.  So  with  his 
wife  and  throe  little  girls,  Electa,  Franoina  and  Yrylina,  ho  sailed  in  June 
on  the  "Stephanie" .  During  the  forty  days  voyage  under  sail.  Captain  Maoy 
added  to  his  duties  as  mariner  that  of  tutor  to  Electa  and  Francina  who 
spoke  no  English.  Many  were  the  tales  I  heard  as  a  child  from  “Francina" 
as  Grandma  Haines,  of  their  adventures  on  the  ship  and  their  reception 
in  New  York  by  Mr,  Taylor  who  received  the  family  until  their  house  at 
Bolton  was  made  ready.  Mr.  Wilder  intending  to  retire  permanently  from 
business  at  this  time  dissolved  his  partnership  to  devote  himself  to  the 
development  of  the  Bolton  property. 

It  was  probably  then  that  the  two  high-coiled  rooms  were  added  as 
wings  to  the  gabled  center  portion  of  tho  house,  since  the  Wilders  found 
oppressive  the  low  New  England  rooms.  Reports  of  strange  French  furniture, 
even  of  a  French  wife  (the  family  speaking  together  always  in  French), 
brought  many  curious  callers  who  gased  at  the  furniture  and  silver  and 
ate  tho  generous  teas  supplied  by  rar s*  Wilder. 
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Alroady  the  fruit  trees  sent  from  Versailles  were  coning  into  bearing 
in  the  orchards,  and  Mrs,  V.'ildcr  immediately  set  about  having  a  portion  of 
the  garden  adjacent  to  her  "Salon'*,  or  Saloon  as  the  neighbors  called  ono 
new  wing,  laid  out  in  the  French  nanner,  -  a  manner  very  much  appreciated 
and  preserved  by  the  subsequent  owners  of  the  property,  until  this  day. 

The  year  1824  brought  with  it  the  promised  visit  of  Lafayette  when 
he  should  come  to  America,  the  TJildors  having  during  their  sojourn  in 
Franoe  been  entertained  at  La  Grange. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Ilayor  of  Boston,  communicated  to  S#V,S.W,  the  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Lafayette* s  triumphal  tour  in  Massachusetts  with  the  request  that 
Mr*  W.  should  con  uct  General  Lafayette  from  Concord  to  Bolton,  from  which 
place  the  Marquis  was  to  be  escorted  the  next  day  to  Worcester . 

-he  house  stood  close  to  the  Boston  Post  Road,  and  stone  posts  for 
hitching  horses  were  already  conveniently  placed  along  the  way  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  crowds  that  flocked  to  see  the  little  Frenchman,  According  to 
tho  "Records"  the  Wilder  "house"  and  grounds  were  a  realization  of  fairy¬ 
land,  A  triumphal  arch  extended  over  the  front  gate  and  in  the  evening 
the  whole  house  was  illuminated,"  A  gabled  front  bed  room  is  still  called 
the  Lafayette  room,  and  family  tradition  adds  that  the  winged  back  chair 
now  ornod  by  R.V.H.  was  occupied  by  Lafayette  as  he  told  fairy  tales  to 
Grandma  Haines,  then  aged  5. 

The  next  important  event  in  the  quiet  life  of  the  Wilder  family  was 
the  building  in  Bolton  by  S#V*S*\7*  of  the  Hillside  Church,  where  services 
could  be  held  more  congenial  to  his  beliefs;  the  new  Unitarian  doctrine 
boing  preached  at  Lancaster  in  the  lovely  Bullfinch  Ghurch  dear  to  the 
Wilder  connection.  Very  soon  after  their  return  from  Franoe  they  had  re¬ 
sumed  their  attendance  at  the  Lancaster  Church  in  their  front  pow,  In  tho 
course  of  a  sermon  contrary  to  S.V#8,W,,s  opinions,  he  beckoned  to  his  wife 
and  with  the  children  walkdd  down  the  aisle  and  out  of  the  front  door*  The 
aftermath  of  that  stormy  Sunday  was  the  Hillside  Church. 

In  1830  tho  T/ilders  went  to  Brooklyn  for  two  winters  that  the  little 
girls  might  attend  the  misses  Van  Doren's  School.  Their  house  in  t7illow  St. 
was  not  far  distant  from  108  willow  Street  where  fifty  years  later  the 
Halseys  spent  five  happy  years. 
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Poor  investments  resulted  in  Mr.  dilder*e  decision  to  engage  again 
in  business  in  New  York.  From  Brooklyn  then  in  1832  the  family  moved  first 
to  Chambers  Street,  later  to  Washington  Place  and  Broadway,  going  to  Bolton 
each  sumer.  It  was  at  this  tine  that  the  great  sorrow  of  Mr.  W#  *s  lifo 
came  in  the  death  of  his  only  son,  S,V,S.W*Jr.,  a  little  child  of  three. 
Pneumonia  and  twenty  leeches  wore  too  groat  a  combination  to  withstand  I 
It  was  during  their  residence  in  Hew  York  that  the  portrait  of 

Mrs.  Wilder  was  painted  by  Waldo  in  his  very  best 
period.  The  copy  owned  by  R.V.H*  was  made  by  Waldo 
as  a  wedding  gift  to  a  governess  for  the  family. 

She  drifted  west  and  about  1904,  R.T.H.H.  bought  it 
from  a  daughter  of  the  governess  and  gave  it  to 
R.V,H*  The  original  belongs  to  Wilder  H.  Haines. 

This  seems  a  good  place  to  record  their  history 
to  date* 

After  1841  the  tide  in  the  Wilder  fortunes 
began  again  to  ebb.  The  failure  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  whore  con¬ 
cerns  r.  W,  Had  become  involved,  with  unforeseen  depreciation  in  property 
valuos,  were  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  prosperity.  In  1845  Bolton  had 

to  be  sold,  and  thereafter  until  his  death  in  Elizabeth,  H.J.,  in  1865, 

. 

only  the  marriages  of  his  daughter,  Electa  to  Mr*  Guy  Upson  Richards,  son 
of  a  partner,  and  Francina  to  Mr*  R.  T,  Haines,  a  business  friend,  are  of 
interest  in  this  chronicle.  Both  marriages  took  place  before  the  sale  of 

Bolton,  . 

His  widow,  after  his  death  lived  in  Englewood,  N*J,  in  the  parsonage 
with  her  youngest  daughter,  Josephine,  who  had  married  the  parson,  Mr.  H. 
Dwight;  and  Aunty  Vry,  her  devoted  unmarried  daughter* 

Grandma  Wilder  I  remember  as  a  beautiful  old  lady  with  violet  eyes, 
and  T#iito  curls  arranged  on  either  side  of  her  forehead  and  peeping  out  from 
under  a  white  organdy  widow! •  cap.  All  widows  then  wore  caps;  Grandma  Haines 
wore  a  black  lace  one  with  lappets  falling  down  over  her  oars.  In  fact  all 
married  women  wore  them;  it  was  the  badge  of  matrimony  in  polite  circles. 
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Aa  old  feesily  group  photograph  triton  at  '-artha'e  Vineyard  about 


107 S  brings  this  Wilder  chapter  to  a  foetjn.  The  little  cottage  Aunty  Vry 
called  *Le  Repoooir* •  Bhe  wrote  in  that  year  to  her  Bfaroritew  niece, 
our  not  her,  that  it  *  looked  so  tor.pt  ing  at  flSOO,  I  did  want  to  secure 
it’  for  eono  of  the  Gr.  Chicks .  It  ms  all  painted  and  rotted  and  forced 
with  spring  bod*.  Evidently  she  did  ceoure  it  to  be  a  rende*-voue 
for  the  family  circle,  nany  of  whioh  are  seen.  Our  noth  or  and  father 
are  seated  on  the  porch  to  the  right  of  center  with  at  her  feet. 

F.  .P.  1g  the  long- ler- od,  short-haired  child  to  the  left  on  the  steps; 

io  in  the  background  in  hie  nurse*®  arrs:  while  is  the 

little  boy  on  the  balcony.  Groat  Grandr^thor  v'ilder  is  seated  in  front 
of  the  open  living  room,  while  Aunty  Jo  cits  in  tho  foreground  with  her 
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husband,  the'  Rev,  Henry  Dwight  and  trial!  it  op- non.  Dorothea  llale*n 
noth or  is  seated  on  the  balcony  to  the  loft  with  a  Sheffield  cousin 
botweon  her  and  Aunt  Carrie  Putnan,  Aunt  Lillie  (re*  Crittenden), 
I  think  wears  a  black  silk  skirt  and  is  seated  nmt  to  our  father. 
The  others  I  do  not  identify. 


. 


. 


4M  r 


.  '  i 


‘ 


* 


. 


THE  HAlfiirrE 

Tho  earliest  Ingliohnan  to  bear  the  nano,  so  for  as  available 
rooordc  show  (Gilbert's  History  of  Cornwall)  lived  in  Feet  Cornwall 
between  Penzance  and  Lark's  End,  Hie  hono  of  those  Cornish  Halseys 
was  the  llanor  of  Lanes  ley  ,,,  near  tho  famous  and  picturesque  promon¬ 
tory,  Gt,  Lilchaol'c  :  cunt. 

The  nao©  itself  was  derived  from  do  Alo,  later  Also  and  Alcer; 
the  first  lillian  do  Alee  known  lived  in  tho  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  The  rjzie  appears  to  bo  of  Danish  origin  with  a  Homan 
prefix.  Gilbert  in  hie  u History  of  Cornwall®  traces  through  Trillion's 
dor  Gloom  do  Alo  to  Gir  Nicholas  Halco, 

By  Henry  birth’s  reign  the  nano  scene  to  have  established  itself 
definitely  xhon  tho  king  node  a  grant  of  land,  formerly  belonging  to  a 
monastery,  to  .1  Ilian  Halsey,  the  new  proprietor  being  tho n  naned  as 
"of  the  Parsonage  of  Hortfordchiro” ,  John  Halsey,  a  nueh  later  descend¬ 
ant,  was  described  ao  “kindred  of  billion  of  TTyckhon",  an  interest  to  us 
because  over  mother's  eldest  sinter,  Electa,  married  billion  Hull  V.lc’rhan, 
his  descendant. 

It  was  this  John  Halsey's  (1512)  groat,  great  grandson,  Thoraas, 
who  emigrated  to  "lew  England  and  is  knosn  to  have  boon  living  in  Lynn, 
Hacaeohucettc,  in  1657.  Thorns  coons  to  have  been  of  an  adventurous 
spirit  since  in  1621  ho  had  lived  in  Italy.  Possibly  as  ho  was  a  nercor  in 
London  he  had  gone  in  search  of  silks.  A  sense  of  humor  lurks  in  a  letter 
to  hie  brother  freo  TTapleo  “whore9,  he  wrote,  “if  a  nan  can  avoid  giving 
offense  ho  nay  live  quiet” , 

Thonos  Halsey's  emigration  to  /inerica  and  settlement  at  Lynn  was 
apparently  connected  with  one  of  John  Hinthrop's  oo ionisation  enterprises. 
From  Lynn  Thomas  in  1640  migrated  to  Long  Island,  voxy  possibly  because  of 
religious  differences  which  throe  years  earlier  had  resulted  in  frequent 
heresy  trials,  nevertheless  it  mo  nocoonary  to  obtain  inthrop's  consent 
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that  a  company  be  formed  to  negotiate  the  purchase  and  allotment  of  farms , - 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  in  bushels  of  com.  Governor  Minthrop 
considered  that  since  the  eight  square  miles  to  be  developed  was  a  Mldemess 
"four  bushels  would  be  fair". 

After  a  T&sadventure  in  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  that  brought  down 
upon  the  immigrants  a  company  of  Dutch  soldiers,  Thomas  seems  to  have  joined 
the  colony  at  Southampton,  where  sixteen  coats,  aixty  bushels  of  corn,  and 

7 ,  .  i  ■ 'i 

the  promise  of  defense  from  other  tribes  brought  about  a  peaceful  settlement 

♦ 

for  the  time  being  with  the  Indians.  Here  the  colony  followed  the  New  England 
customs  of  church  erection  and  government. 

In  1649  the  Indians  murdered  Thomas  Halsey's  wife,  Phoebe;  whether 

f 

she  had  accompanied  him  on  the  journey  from  England  or  been  married  at  Lynn, 

(  *  t  /'  *  ;  * 

we  do  not  know;  but  in  1660  he  married  a  widow,  Ann  Jones,  airt  died,  aged  88, 
in  1679.  His  will  was  prov on  in  the  town  of  New  York  where  it  can  be  seen 

t  >  ’,1,4 

among  the  records  of  Book  A.  It  names  as  heirs  three  sons,  Thomas,  Isaac 

abd  Ddniel;  and  one  daughter  Elizabeth.  We  apparently  are  descended  from 

.  » 

the  eldest  son  Thomas,  and  are  the  eighth  generation  in  America;  little 
Margaret  Paton  is  of  the  tenth. 

The  family  of  Halseys  evidently  increased  apace,  we  being  the  children 
of  the  7th  child,  of  the  5th,  <$  the  5th,  of  the  6th,  of  the  8th,  of  the  eldest 

•  V  *■ 

son  of  the  Thomas  Halsey  who  came  to  America.  Thus  our  family  number  in  the 
Halsey  genealogy  is  11875557. 

t 

The  family  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Southampton  (Halsey's  Neels  Lane 
near  the  Putnam's  house!)  and  Bridgehaapton,  during  the  lives  of  Thomas,  Jr.'s 

son,  Jeremiah,  and  grandson,  Jeremiah  Jr.,  until  his  great  grandson  Silas 

*  ■  *■ 

removed  to  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  vhore  with  his  wife,  Abigail  Howell,  he 

f  *  *  1 

had  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Silas  was  born  at  Bridgehanpton ,  L.I., 

i 

about  1704  and  died  in  Morristown  in  1777. 

His  son  Luther,  born  in  1768,  entered  "Princeton  and  Clio  Hall" 

>  ,  ,  c 

in  1776,  but  the  oncoming  of  the  Revolution  interfered  with  his  studies 
and  he  entered  the  army.  He  was  for  a  tine  a  young  aide  de  camp  on 
General  .'ashing ton's  staff,  received  the  rank  of  Captain  at  the  end  of  the 
war  and  os  one  of  tho  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  formed  in 
17o9,  received  a  grant  of  land  near  Cincinnati  in  lieu  of  pay.  His  certi¬ 
ficate  of  membership  in  the  Society  of  Cincinnati  is  now  in  the  possession 
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iiy  17  39  Luther  ftolaoy  had  rocuned  his  interest  in  education  and  wan 
in  charge  of  tho  English  Departnent  in  an  Academy  of  Elisabeth ,  *J*  Toon 

ho  had  cooplotod  his  theologioal  studies  and  was  ordain od  a  clergyman  with 
a  charge  at  Uowburrh  on  the  Hudson.  Able  ho  gave  up  to  go  to  a  church  at 
Schenectady  near  the  nlddlo  of  the  state,  but  education  still  roc  -s  to  have 
been  his  min  interest  since  at  the  tone  tine  ho  was  Principal  of  a  Boys 
Academy  there,  of  which  Union  College  was  a  development  by  1795*  I  lean  while, 
Cincinnati  being  far  distant*  he  node  over  to  a  cousin  his  interest  in  the 
lands  that  hod  been  assigned  his  and  so  lost  from.  'Si  is  branch  of  tho  family 
what  became  a  vory  valuable  property* 

There  is  a  fariily  tradition  pas  eel  on  to  ae  as  a  child  that  coon  after 
going  to  Ccheneotady  h©  had  occasion  to  visit  at  Irvington  near  'cw  York  an 
old  r  olorgyran*  During  the  brief  visit  ho  fell  in  love  with  o no  of  the 
daughters.  Upon  his  return  hone  he  wroto  ashing  "Sarah*  Foster  to  carry  him. 
Distances  being  too  great  to  carry  on  tho  courtship  except  by  letter,  it  was 
only  upon  arriving  for  the  nodding  ceremony  that  he  discoverer]  he  had  node  a 
nistairc  in  tho  noro  and  had  ashed  tho  wrong  sinter.  Being  a  g or. t lesion  of  hie 
word,  and  also  sonenhat  mollified  that  his  choice  had  already  married,  ho  tool: 
his  bride  back  to  Schenectady*  They  had  three  children  and  then  Sarah  died, 
and  he  carried  Dcmarie ,  who  only  survived  a  year,  since  her  death  if?  reccr  led 
in  1790  in  her  22nd  year*  Hot  discouraged  he  tool:  a  third  sister,  Abigail, 
to  wife, 

Both  sons  by  Corah  died  in  infancy.  Their  daughter,  Abigail,  married 
the  kov. Isaac  Van  Doren  on  lived  to  be  ninety  two.  Of  Aunty  Van  Doran  I  rr  - 
member  to  have  heard  ay  father  spool:. 

Tho  children  by  Abigail,  the  third  wife,  were  Author,  John  Taylor  (our 
grandfather),  Abrahan,  Job,  and  two  daughters* 

Author,  the  oldest  son,  was  certainly  the  Root  distinguished •  Bom  in 
1794,  he  graduated  at  Union  College  in  1812.  By  1316  he  had  studied  both 
medicine  and  law  in  New  York  and  theology  at  Uewburgb*  In  1318  he  married 
a  widow,  Arm  ftardner  of  Newburgh*  Che  was  his  equal  intellectually,  being 
distinguished  for  her  ability  to  read  tho  literature  of  six  languages*  Dr* 
Halsey  (A.A.O.  and  D.D,  Washington  Pliego)  retired  from  the  pulpit  and  was 
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called  to  the  chair  of  O'honictry  and  natural  Philosophy  at  Princeton  in 
1824  at  tho  ago  of  30.  Hie  portrait  owned  by  the  University  lodes  very 
nuch  oil  or  than  Hi  is.  I  not  an  old  lady  in  1908  in  Princeton,  \i  o©  Tiny 
Boordxaan,  in  a  nob  cap  and  very  ancient  looking.  She  told  me  of  knowing 
■Dr.  Ilalsey  as  a  girl  boro,  bid,  receetbered  nothing  of  his  wife,  nor  indeed 

t 

any  details.  Five  years  later,  in  1029,  Dr.  Halsey  be  cane  Prefer:  or  of 
Ecclesiastical  History  and  dhtarch  Polity  in  the  Western  Thoologioal  Sonin 
ary  at  Allegheny ,  Penn,  hater,  he  vent  to  Auburn  Theological  Seninary,  but 
preferred  rather  the  life  of  occasional  lecturor  at  various  places,  die 
scholarship  was  recognised  and  after  John  fuincy  Maos9  death  was  called 
tho  c,noot  knowledgeable  nan  in  the  United  States 

Dr.  Author  Halsey  was  our  lirandfather  Halsay’s  eldest  brother-  hie 
youngest ,  Uncle  Job,  bom  in  1800,  I  r member  to  hove  seen  coon  after  our 
Elisabeth  days  began,  about  1879.  lie  was  very  tall  and  thin?  J.l.d.  re- 
cenblos  hin  sonewhat  nor?  that  the  former  is  older*  Uncle  Job  had  a  church 
at  h  orris  town,  Pa.  ilo  had  one  doubter,  Susan,  who  married  as  second  wife 
a  r.  Boric  of  tiiiladolphia.  die  Arthur  hyercone,  and  Thayers  of  Philadelphia, 
oc  well  as  one  branch  of  the  Dories,  arc  his  descendants. 


•  \  "• 


■ 

* 

' 

.  .  r 

:  •  :**■ ....  c  .  •  •  >.  *•  «aat 

:  .  i  •: ;  ..  •  /  -  ;•*  -JU/V 

;  ‘  . 

•  ( 

•  .Taitfcag 

i>  'tJiHM 

■.  .:  •• 

'  r  . 


*  •  -i  ;  . 


t  ;*•  1  K'  It-  i  'J 


. 

s4  ,  l  '  *  • 


-25- 

Dur  Grandfather,  John  Taylor  Halsey,  was  the  fifth  c!  ild »  horn  in 
Kchenoctady  in  1797.  Ho  liko  his  brothers  graduate!  at  Ubion  College,  in 
1816,  studied  theology  at  Auburn,  If ,Y •  and  in  1824,  in  association  with  his 
broth  nr- in- law ,  Judge  Janes  Ctrykor,  established  a  boys*  boarding  school  at 
Y’oodbridge,  H*J,  A  few  years  later  ho  sowed.  to  I  Elisabeth#  where  an  old 

achrortiaenorrt  roads  hin  ’Boarding  School  will  bo  opened  October  22,1827  in 
Ilayor  Shtrfce  *  s  fomer  residence  in  tho  north  part  of  Elizabethtown0  •  "Chilton 
H&11*9  os  the  school  was  called,  became  a  very  prosperous  and  well-known  place 
for  the  education  of  youth .  In  Lyme,  Go nn.  in  1305,  I  reneribe r  being  intro- 
ducod  by  our  father  to  Chief  Justice  waito,  Who  wo  were  told  had  boon  one  of 
tho  “Chilton  boys”. 

A  gift  to  tho  school  of  a  barrel!  of  oysters  proved  the  occasion  of  a 
t  hold  epidemic  in  1843,  and  r.  Halsey  as  well  as  several  pupils,  was 
anong  its  victims.  flic  school  was  given  up,  but  too  years  later  Dr*  David 
H,  Pierson,  a  young  "usher”,  as  tho  teach  err  wore  called  after  the  English 
fashion,  re  established  it  and  carriod  on  suocorsfully  until  1369,  hr  .Pierson 
wore  until  his  death  in  1808  tho  costizao  of  an  old-tine  minister- schoolmaster: 
black  broadcloth  clawhammer  coat,  black  waistcoat  and  trousers,  and  rih ite  tie. 
Chilton  in  our  childhood  was  used  as  a  sort  of  country  club?  archery  and  the 
new  gano  of  tennis  (which  wo  had  seen  Introduced  in  dew  Orleans  by  scene  young 
hnglishneh)  were  the  sports  indulged  in  upon  its  lawns. 

After  our  Grandfathers  death  tho  days  wore  exceedingly  loan  for  his 
young  f a  lly .  The  old  laahogany  furniture  was  sold  and  I  rather  think  that 
the  family  boarded  for  Gone  years  in  Elizabeth.  Our  father*  s  school  days 
ended  with  hie  fourteenth  year,  althou^i  ho  kept  up  his  Latin  Greek  for 
ten  years  in  the  hope  of  seeing  his  way  toward  going  to  college.  Ho  told  mo 
that  his  fattier* s  family  had  boen  so  poor  that  until  grow  up  the  younger 
children  lid  not  know  a  cookod  chicken  had  anything  to  it  but  logs. 

Of  our  Grandmother  Halsey,  Margaret  Oakley ,  I  Imo^v  little  savo  that  in 
cone  way  there  was  a  connection,  probably  through  her  mother,  with  UilliaD 
Forest,  whose  school  founded  in  Uew  York  is  still  carried  an  as  the  Forest 
School  for  boys;  and  that  it  was  for  hin,  a  groat  uncle,  that  our  father 
was  named. 
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The  Halsey  grandparents,  like  iho  Haines  family,  are  all  burled  in 
Evergreen  oessetery  in  Elisabeth,  H.J*,  where  the  Chilton  pupils  erected  to 
their  scJ:ooli:jacter*o  ner.ory  a  nomznent. 

Their  children  were  Mary  (l:rs,  Gyros  Pook) ,  Anna  (tire*  Janos  :!ee>cr>, 
liaily  Foster  (Mrs*  S«l’.J£ec me)*  Julia,  Augustus,  Pillion  Forest,  and  Cornelia 
(/amt  Getty),  Vo  have  only  known  the  children  of  the  Pecks,  of  when  only 
Pillion  Halsey  aid  Edith  ;»  survive * 
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THE  HAJfJES 


fieri  long  ago  a  packet  of  letters  tied  with  a  broad  black  rib!.)on  was 
sent  to  cs.  These  had  been  treasured  till  her  death  by  Gran,  as  we  called 
our  Grandmother  Haines,  end  told  the  real  romance  of  her  life.  Her  older 
sister,  Rlecta  had  married  at  sixteen  in  dew  York,  Oustavur:  Upson  Richards , 
the  son  of  one  of  ?ir*  Wilder9 s  partners,  and  was  established  in  the  city  near 
her  parents.  Francina  was  such  with  her  sister  and  through  the  Richards  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  young  widower,  Mr,  Janes,  fron  Richmond,  Virginia. 

His  visits  to  lew  York  became  as  frequent  as  the  distance  and  his  property 
in  the  country  near  Hichnond  permitted;  and  before  very  long  with  her  parents* 
reluctant  pernios  lost  Fmrxina  became  engaged,  Almost  at  once  '/!r.  J  osier*  devel¬ 
oped  tuberculosis  and  the  letters  from  him  to  her  are  concerned  with  his  hopo 
for  rapid  recovery  buoyod  by  hor  promise  to  visit  his  family  when  established 
at  their  oountiy  place.  Evidently  Francina  remained  until  his  death  for  the 
little  letters  from  his  young  children  written  after  his  death  to  ° Dearest 
III 08  Francina11  witness  the  affection  they  bore  her*  An  incil  ent  concerning 
hie  I^equest  to  hit  fiancee  of  a  snail  sun  reflect  very  strongly  the  difference 
in  our  modern  viewpoint,  and  Urancim'e  own  attitude  was  characteristic  through 
life*  Four  letters  tell  the  story.  The  first  written  in  August  fron  Bolton  to 
hor  father  in  flow  York  is  fron  Francina  after  the  death  in  March  of  r*  Jones. 
She  writes  that  she  had  Just  learned  throw  h  a  visitor  to  her  brother- in-law, 

’ fustavus  Richards,  that  a  cun  of  money  had  been  bequeathe®  to  hor  to  do  with 
as  she  saw  fit.  Hhe  had  also  learned  with  surprise  that  the  bequest  had  boon 
refused  by  hor  father  without  her  knowledge*  She  bogged  to  know  why*  she  had 
been  kept  ignorant  of  ouch  on  important  affair  and  why  the  bequest  had  boon 
refused. 

It  wub  not  until  October,  throe  months  later#  that  her  father  saw  fit 
to  answer;  “It  ties#*  he  wrote,  u after  consultation  rdth  hor  much  eotoered 
noth or  that  their  decision  had  boon  made;  since  considering  r.  Janes*  finan- 
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cial  status  the  bequest  had  been  paltry”.  If  ho »  i.  ,V,S#f?*,  *v?ere  a  rich 
man  the  amount  wee  not  fitting  her  position  in  life.  If  ho  ware  a  poor 
nan  tho  sun  was  too  iaeigiificant  to  be  of  value*  •  lie  assumed  that  aha 
would  aoocptthio  parental  decision.  Hot  go  Franc  ina.  Che  again  wrote  ex¬ 
pire  ;^ing  grotltuda  for  having  been  again  received  uixler  the  pr. rental  roof, 
but  eaid  whatever  motive  her  lover  had  had  in  naming  the  sura,  she  woe  per¬ 
fectly  satisfied  with  the  oppression  of  his  affection,  and  asked  that  she 
be  permitted  to  tine  the  money  ar  oho  wished*  From  a  later  letter  am  a 
miniature  which  accompanied  the  packet  of  letters  it  se«§  probable  that  a 
conpronice  was  made  whereby  the  money  was  expended  upon  the  miniature* 

Never  did  Gran  think  very  much  of  money  as  such  *  If.it  o erne  she  accepted 
it  as  provided  by  a  £  ice  providences  if  it  did  not  come  there  was  an  equally 
wise  reason  for  it©  lack*  Her  executive  brain  expended  itself  in  planning 
for  others  to  forward  her  purpose,  and  hear  ability  was  very  marked  in  a  day 
when  women  were  not  expected  to  plan* 

In  Fr  ncina’s  depression  a£ter  her  fiance's  death  ehe  decided  to  go  to 
Africa  os  a  missionary.  For  this  it  was  necessary  to  appear  before  the 
ciders  of  tho  Spring  Street  Presbyterian  church  in  Tow  York  with  which  tho 
family  was  connected*  One  cf  the  oldere,  r,  Richard  Town  ley  Haines,  objected 
to  her  plan  upon  the  ground  #f  her  youth*  V, bother  they  ha!  met  before,  I  do 
not  know,  but  Er*  Haines,  a  vsfc ©locale  cloth  merchant  of  New  York,  saw  to  it 
that  they  net  thereafter,  until  chc  had  promised  to  be  his  wife,  and  mtetrers 
of  the  large  hour.®  in  Hew  York  and  in  Elisabeth,  whore  seven  children  by  his 
first  wife,  . '.aria  Johnson,  were  likely  to  koep  her  thoughts  away  from  Africa* 

Of  our  Grandfather  Haines  family  we  know  little  except  that  his  mother, 
Rebecca  Tcwnlcy,  was  a  descendant  of  Richard  Toroley  who  had  coo©  to  Virginia 
in  the  suite  of  Lord  Effia^un  in  1684  and  shortly  afterwards  appeared  in 
Elizabeth  Town,  whore  ho  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Lard  Carteret,  Colonial 
Governor  or  Hew  Jersey,  who  hod  named  Elisabeth  Town  for  her.  Che  was  a  lady 
of  property  inherited  from  her  first  husband*  She  ie  buried  with  both  husbands 
in  bt.  John’s  Churchyard  in  Elizabeth* 

Our  grandfather’s  mother  had  died  when  he  was  very  young  and  Aunt  Carrie 
Putnam  says  he  was  brought  up  by  his  grandmother,  whether  on  the  Haines  or 
Yownley  side  we  do  not  know* 
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At  first  the  Elisabeth  homo  was  mod  in  str  nor  only,  but  noon  the 
increasing  fanily  nado  it  easier  for  the  young  wife  to  keep  the  open  house 
of  a  country  gentleman  of  the  period .  About  it  at  well- planned  distances 
houses  were  built  for  all  members  of  the  older  fanily  as  they  married,  until 
the  land  lying  between  Korth  Brood  Direct,  Salem  Avenue,  and  Wilder  Street 
became  a  Haines  settlement  •  Ac  children  we  heard  cf  fonaer  Thanksgiving 
fanily  dinners  of  fifty  when  the  older  children  brought  their  little  children 
to  sit  at  the  lore  table  with  all  the  ©sail  half- uncles  and  aunts  old  enough 
to  be  present. 

It  seemed  as  if  constantly  we  hoard  of  none  new  member  of  that  older 
fanily.  There  were  the  French  hand-painted  tall  vases  and  desnort  service 
brought  to  our  Grandmother  fey  an  undo  John  who  had  died  of  tuberculosis  in 
his  twenties.  here  was  aunt  bora's  Spanish  wax  doll  dressed  in  a  marvelous 
pink  lace  contuse,  brought  by  the  same  uncle  to  the  young  aunt  who  wo  older 
ones  vaguely  remembered  as  very  dark  and  lac 'ding  the  color  of  the  other  young 
aunts.  There  was  also  the  buffalo  robe  used  in  the  sleigh  that  hod  been  for 
years  in  the  bam  shod.  The  sloirh  and  robe  were  of  like  antiquity,  I  suppose, 
?  lnce  tho  farmer  was  like  two  wooden  seats  placed  on  runners  and  painted  blue: 
the  latter  full  of  holes  not  made  by  any  of  the  bullets  that  were  sent  in 
pursuit  when  tho  young  animal  brought  back  from,  the  *.7oct  by  an  Uncle  Stewart 
had  broken  loose. 

Relationships  were  certainly  never  explained  to  mo.  An  old  gentleman 
with  white  hair  and  gold  spectacles  and  gold -healed  cans  lived  across  the  stree 
with  a  young  wife.  It  was  years  later,  long  after  his  death  and  the  departure 
of  his  wife  froo  the  fardly  circle  that  I  knew  hie  first  wife  had  been  Grand¬ 
father  Haines*  sister.  Then  there  was  the  chubby  little  old  lady  with  red 
cheeks,  and  hair  worn  in  great  puffs  on  either  side  of  her  forehead,  who  made 
long  visits  and  was  called  by  all  the  fanily  Cousin  Laura  (Johnson).  Che  was 
a  niece  of  Grandpa  Haines*  first  wife  and  hod  been  a  strong  aide  do  camp  to 
our  Grandmother  when  the  -rowing  children  resented  the  appearance  of  their 
Father's  young  wife* 
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All  that  f orally  had  gi •am  children  when  wo  first  went  to  Elisabeth  to 
live*  and  had  moved  elsewhere#  Of  grove  Uncle  William  and  hi©  handsome  wife 
we  knew  little;  of  his  family  the  youngest ,  Enily  Somcre  ilaines,  died  ihic 

4 

euamer  of  1923*  We  wont  with  our  father  to  vie  it  then  one  surfer  at 
Irvington,  H.X.  and  there  sow  Aunt  ary  who  had  rarriod  rillisn  Halsted, 
son  of  Grandpa  Haines’  partner*  Dr.  .  llllan  Hoisted  of  Baltimore »  thoir 
son,  had  a  strong  affection  for  our  mother  (who  was  his  ago)  and  carried  it 
on  to  us  and  the  ne:rt  generation#  Mrs*  Benue  1  0#  Vonderpoel  ami  "‘re*  J ohn 
Terry  were  Aunt  dory’s  daughters.  Besiie  then  w©  only  know  the  family  of 
Undo  Ben  ah o  still  lived  near  the  Haines*  place  in  Elisabeth.  I  think  most 
of  those  bearing  the  nans  of  Haines  aro  buried  in  Evergreen  Cemetery  in 
Elizabeth,  TI*J* 

But  our  Grandfather  Haines  hod  died  in  1870  before  this  chronicler 
can  remember;  ami  the  grandmother,  although  twenty  years  his  junior,  s coned 
old  to  ns;  perhaps  because  of  her  plain  black  dress  made  in  a  fashion  never 
much  altered,  over  a  ©mil  black  hoop,  that  remnant  of  the  mode  of  the  sixties. 
A  cameo  brooch  of  her  father’s  profile  (S*V,C.Y/. )  was  the  only  ornament  beside 
a  very  handsome  crystal  seal  engraved  with  his  coat  of  aroc  vhich  was  attached 
to  her  black  watch  guard.  A  black  lace  cap  with  lappets  falling  over  the  ears 
completed  her  costume  as  wo  knew  her. 
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Of  the  days  of  affluence  we  had  some  glimpse  in  a  trunk  with  the 
remnants  of  none  of  the  many  green  silk  gowns  she  hat?  worn  as  her  favorite 
color*  These  we  borrowed  fra-  the  garret  horsehair  trunk  for  charades* 

There  was  also  the  great  coach  in  the  bam  where  its  dark  blue  cloth  upholstery 
grow  steadily  more  dilapidated  as  we  climbed  into  its  interior  to  play  stage¬ 
coach*  There  were  tales  of  its  leading  the  long  pr occasion  of  convex  ances 
drawn  up  in  lino  in  the  carriage  drive  to  take  the  family  to  church  each 
Sunday  naming.  But  all  that  was  before  our  day. 

The  predominant  characteristics  inherited  from  their  father  by  the 
Haines  family  was*  I  should  cay,  love  of  gardens  and  flowers.  He  imported 
many  trees  far  his  estate  that  were  familiar  to  us  as  children,  although 
unfortunately  no  one  thought  to  make  us  acquainted  with  their  names , 
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William  Foment  Halsey,  son  of  Rev.  John  Taylor  arid  Margaret  Oakley, 
and  Fannie  Evelyn  Haines  became  engaged  in  August  1863,  tJhilo  both  were 
living  in  Elisabeth*  ?Jew  Jersey.  She  was  the  eldest  dau^rter  of  seven  bom 
to  R*  T*  iiainec  and  his  second  wife,  Proncim  Eggly  Hannah  T'ilder.  There 

were  also  five  boys,  all*  except  one,  younger  than  our  Mother*  who  was  not 

• 

quite  twenty-one  when  on  April  19th ,  1884,  her  we  lding  took  place  in  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Reverend  David  ■ -agio  being  the  olorgynan. 


Although  the  Civil  bar  was  still  unsettled,  weddings  continued  to  be 
celebrated  if  circirist&ncee  pertai tt©’  *  with  as  ranch  festivity,  as  during  the 
Great  War.  The  iJalsey-Kalnes  affair  was  considered  sufficiently  important  for 
guests  to  cone  by  train  fro®  hew  York  and  Howark",  oik!  fanily  tradition  soys 
that  every  carriage  available  in  Rework  as  well  as  Elizabeth  was  engaged  to 
noet  the  train  bringing  fondly  and  friends. 

The  question  as  to  haw  to  give  &  good  seat  to  each  little  brother  and 
sister*  and  half  niooos  and  nophows,  was  adequately  solved  by  telling  the 
children  to  seat  themselves  on  the  pulpit  stairs,  which  extended  around  the 
pulpit  platforn.  To  the  people  in  the  pews  they  must  have  looked  like  an 
animted  flew er  garden;  the  little  girls  in  colored  hooped  skirts,  like  in¬ 
verted  tulips,  and  the  cmller  children  and  boys  in  Tshitc  pique  frocks,  or 
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nuch  buttoned  jackets  anti  trousers,  like  crocuses  popping  up  to  get  a 

good  view. 

l  or  the  bridal  party  of  sia:  bridesmaids  in  billowy  white,  and  si>: 
groomsmen  oho  preceded  in  pairs  tho  bride  and  her  father,  they  fomod  a 
colorful  background.  The  maids  wore  Aunt  Get tie  (a  sister  of  W*F*H.), 

Aunt  Lee  (afterwards  drs,  William  Hull  Wickham) ,  disc  Mary  Kellogg,  Hies 
Belle  Pettie,  (both  still  living  in  1928),  and  fisc  Nellie  T&iio  (after¬ 
wards  ‘  rs  *  Arthur  Pars  one}. 

Following  the  ceremony  a  “collation*  mis  served  at  the  hone©  of  the 
bride* s  parents,  then  some  distance  from  the  eld  part  of  the  town* 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1806  F.FVi*  and  P»E«H*  went  to  obile , 
Alabama,  Vi*F*H«  being  cent  as  representative  of  the  banking  house  of 
Brown  Bros.,  of  59  doll  Street,  Sim  York,  by  whom  he  had  been  employed 
as  a  lali  Since  was  born  in  1838  an?.  F.E.H.  in  1843,  ho  was  Just 

27  and  she  22,  young  indeed  to  go  in  those  days  so  far  from  hone  among  a 
people  none  too  friendly  to  non- southerners ,  after  the  close  or?  the  war 
that  year  in  April.  The  late  cummer  of  1385  found  them  again  in  Elizabeth 
whore  on  August  28,  little  n turtle*  care  one  dsy  too  soon  to  be  a  birthday 
present  to  his  proud  father,  and  wan  duly  named  after  the  grandparent, 

A«i  •Haines ,  in  whose  hospitable  house  he  was  bora. 

I  think  it  met  have  been  only  a  year  later  that  W,F*IU  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Hew  Orleans  to  open  an  agency  for  the  same  New  York  firm,  which 
was  naturally  eager  to  resume  and  extend  business  relations  with  the  South. 
Certainly  they  were  in  <Tcw  Orleans  the  winter  of  1867  when  Francos  Margaret 
("'at on)  car;o  as  little  * ardi  on  the  Tuesday  of  Carnival  fee?:. 

In  'obile  there  had  been  a  sympathetic  interest  through  tho  couth  era 
wife  of  one  of  the  young  partners  of  Brown  Bros.,  1  r,  Charles  D»  Dickey,  but 
Urn  Orleanc  mac  entirely  a  foroi ga  land.  Fooling  about  the  Civil  ".Tar  mac 
still  trong.  Federal  troops  under  General  Bitler  (coon  fortunately  re¬ 
placed  by  General  Augur)  occupied  the  barracks;  and  a  meekly  parade  of  in¬ 
spection  wan  held  in  Jackson  Square,  both  as  military  routine  and  to  impress 
b he  inhabitants,  among  whom  tho  negroes  were  difficult  to  manage  in  their 
new  freedom  without  any  sense  of  responsibility,  or  of  necessity  to  work. 
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Among  the  young  northern  men  sent  fro-’  Boston  were  a  Kr*  Channing 
Clapp,  and  v/if  o ,  and  a  Color, ol  0'i  rles  Arnory,  a  very  handsome  young  Federal 
officer,  lie  had  had*  we  thought*  a  romantic  and  thrilling  history,  having 
escaped  from  a  southern  prison,  been  taken  ill:  and  thereafter  protected 
arid  nursed  by  a  southern  widow  and  her  fascinating  daughter  whan  we  children 
know  as  Aunt  Era,  and  society  as  Mrs*  diaries  Anory .  They  had  no  children# 
:ir.  and  Mrs#  Alapp  I  do  not  remember  very  well  until  during  our  I!o1feerfs 
short  illness,  F*M«P*  and  I  wore  taken  to  their  home  while  E,Y#H.k*  and  tho 
two  younger  ones  remained  in  the  nursery# 

There  was  also  the  family  of  hr#  and  lire*  Thomas  I»#  Clark,  a  son 
and  tliree  dau- liters.  They  had  lived  in  How  Orleans  before  the  war*  gone 
to  Texas*  (I  think)  for  its  duration,  and  returned  to  Hew  QrleaiiC  where 
hr.  Clark  remaned  or  fomod  a  law  partnership  with  &fr*  Thoms  I».  Boyne, 
afterwards  an  intimate  older  friend  of  our  parents# 

It  was  in  connection  with  tho  wadding  of  tho  youngest  daughter  of 
lir*  Clark*  Miss  Edith,  to  a  Mr*  Van  Derithuysen  of  Albany,  lev  York,  that  ny 
earliest  renenbored  thrill  cane.  Our  '  other  was  not  a  bridesmaid  since  no 
young  matron  in  those  days  took  port  in  a  wedding  procession*  but  her  lovely 
satin  wedding  gown  was  romde  for  the  occasion  with  black  bindings  and  Xac-e, 
as  she  was  probably  still  in  mourning  for  her  father.  But  a  mute  represents 
tive  for  the  family  in  tho  form  of  a  rather  ornate,  round*  black  walnut  and 
gilt  flower  stand  into  which  pots  of  flowers  could  be  sot*  was  loaned  as  a 
pulpit  decoration,  -  a  comment  upon  the  lac:  of  florist  facilities  at  the 
tine,  i  ashion&ble  waddings  always  took  place  in  the  evening,  but  the  next 
day  we  children  were  invited  to  the  Clark  *  s  house  and  sated  with  wedding 
oak©  and  confectionery ,  as  well  as  loaded  with  wealing  favor: ,  -  saucy  ^hite 
ribbon*  silver  and  orange  bioscon  arrangement  a  very  hasy  in  ny  memory# 

It  was  natural  that  this  snail  group  from  the  korth  should  bo  con¬ 
genial*  bu*c.  Aunt  An,  a  Southerner,  was  tho  leader  in  the  fun  they  enjoyed, 
hater  tact  on  all  sides  brought  many  friends*  especially  a  Judge  and  re# 
killer  and  Mr*  and  Mrs#  Thomas  buy  on. 

l  y  own  recollection  of  the  small  house  in  Prytannia  Street  (209) , 


where  our  young  ‘  .other  died  in  1176,  is  very  vague#  He  xrort  have  been  packed 
in  like  sardines,  since  b©3ide  the  seven  immediate  members  of  tho  Halsey  family* 
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an  older  rioter  of  our  father,  Aunt  Julia,  a  ccr.i- invalid,  lived  with  us 
during  the  winter  xaontho,  and  a  brother  of  hin,  and  half  brother.  Uncle 
Stuart,  of  our  f  other  were  also  with  then  from  tine  to  tin©  ant!  made  a 
oonplioated  household  to  nonage. 

In  Rampart  Street  in  a  ®vexy  respectable  port0  of  the  older  town , 
the  family  had  boarded  ujx?r.  firet  cooing  to  Hew  Orleans.  But  this  I  do 
not  remember. 

In  those  early  days  two  family  customs  were  established ,  celebrations 
which  have  been  kept  as  far  as  possible  over  since.  Their  wedding  day  began 
with  a  procession  of  the  five  of  uo  into  our  Mother4 s  tocm  before  breakfast, 
oach  bearing  a  stiff  bouquet  surrounded  by  lace  paper  and  graded  in  si 25© 
fron  our  father 4 c  largo  on©  to  the  baby's  tin:;  on®*  Also  birth¬ 

days  were  celebrated  with  gifts  and  appropriate  cake. 

Unfortunately  a  snail  child’s  recollections  arc  naturally  egotistical, 
so  ny  earliest  vivid  recollection  of  our  Mother  is  her  care  of  no  during  a 
severe  earache  when  she  applied  flannel  bags  filled  with  heated  hops,  and 

allowed  no  to  wear  ny  favorite  frock,  short-sleeved,  buff,  embroidered 

* 

around  the  skirt  with  a  pattern  in  narrow  black  braid •  Both  remedies 
foiled  and  are  of  interest  only  in  the  relation  to  the  nodical  care  and 
fashion  of  the  period. 

Fortunately  a  more  cheerful  recollection  has  to  do  with  our  parents* 
custom  of  always  keeping  a  promise  made,  I  went  to  bed  happy  in  the  certainty 
that  they  would  come  in  to  let  us  see  thorn,  dressed  for  a  party,  and  my  last  re¬ 
membrance  of  her  in  health  was  the  vision  of  grandeur  and  beauty  she  seemed  to 
no  in  a  white  brocado  go wn,  shortly  before  her  illness . 

i‘.  H,  P.'s  and  ny  education  was  begun  at  a  Kre,  '"aithow’o  School 
just  around  the  corner  from  our  house.  I  remember  her  a  plump  little 
wesson  with  dark  braided  hair,  black  skirt  and  flowered  organdy  blouse 
coated  upon  a  slightly  raised  platform,  with  our  small  desks  in  rows 
before  her*  Very  scon  we  were  transferred  to  a  nore  fashionable  school 
bo  longing  to  two  sisters,  tho  nieces  Prentice.  Here  only  French  was 
spoken,  but  the  only  phrase  that  stuck  wan  "Puis-jo-aller  done  la  cour1’ 
whi  h  eleven  yearn  1  ter  did  not  go  very  far  in  making  conversation  at 
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tic  •  Kytel-iitibbofB  Pension  in 
Lausanne ,  Switzerland •  At  this 
school  with  its  lovely  gardens 
wo  sued©  our  real  little  girl 
friends  to  whoso  horeo  we  went 

fa 

to  parties  during  the  brief  stay 
in  ?!ew  Orleans.  food  conduct  in 
mariners  and  lessons  was  oncotsragod 
by  nodals  present  od  each  Friday 
to  bo  worn  for  ano  week#  ami  the 
last  recollection  of  our  l 'other 
is  when  Mrs*  Bayne,  -  acting 
burse,  since  there  wore  no  trained 


nurses,  only  Hairdos,  -  tried  un- 
sucoeesfully  to  draw  her  attention 

to  tho  nedale  we  had  won  that  week-end  and  wore  on  thin  gold  neck  trains. 

An  outdated  custco  thought  proper  after  our  Mother's  death  war*  the 
dressing  of  all  of  12s,  -  except  the  thrcc-year~o2d ,  -  in  plain  but  complete 


blade*  The  emoll  of  black  glover 
has  bocn  distressing  to  no  ever  since* 
I  ronanber  bar;  the  colored  woman  then 
presiding  over  tho  nursery,  warned  n© 
that  no  racing  gone®  at  school  were 
to  be  played  until  a  dress  of  black 
nohair  (alpaca)  could  bo  nude*  I  von 
tho  baby  wore  a  brood  black  sash  and 
black  trixarod  hat  as  the  old  faiiXy 
photograph  album  testifies .  W©  'net 
have  been  a  depressing  sight  to  our 
father  upon  his  return  each  day  from 
business  to  tho  lonoly  house* 

Meanwhile  our  GrandnotJ'' er  liainos 
had  hastened  fron  Elizabeth  with  Aunt 
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’•aggie,  (  ifterwordc  rs.  Koborfc  P.  Keep)  to  see  for  herself  how  beet  the 
family  life  could  be  resumed.  But  she  could  only  stay  a  short  time  and 
returned  .orth  taking  with  her  Aunt  Julia,  since  we  were  quite  enough  for 
Aunt  Maggie,  aged  82,  to  manage,  with  the  difficulties  of  housekeeping 
peculiar  to  the  era  and  place.  For  instance:  good  nilk  was  so  hard  to 
obtain  that  oond  need  is  all  I  remember,  (perhaps  from  surreptitious  pokings 
of  a  finger  into  the  sticky  sweet  contents  of  the  curb  and  thereafter  licking 
it  with  gusto)*  Also  the  open  sewage  running  in  a  great  gutter  at  either 
side  of  the  streets  toward  a  sort  of  canal  going  In  the  direction  of  the 
river  to  be  pimped  to  its  level  nunt  have  been  a  menace  appreciated  by  the 
northern  citizens. 

All  the  available  house-hold  water  supply  an  rein  water  running  into 
roof  gutters  conducting  it  into  huge  cisterns  that  stood  almost  house-high 
in  tho  rear  of  the  yard  belonging  to  each  house,  and  drawn  off  throu$»  a 
spigot  at  the  bottom*  ho  bathrooms  were  in  any  house,  and  the  Saturday 
night  bath  was  a  weekly  ordeal  for  both  nurse  and  children. 

Of  those  early  years  when  wo  a  happy  family  of  northern  parents  and 

children,  spent  six  months  of  o&dh  year  in  Tic*?  Orleans,  wfmy  memories  cane 

to  rse  when  I  visited  the  J,* .Halsey* 3  same  years  ago  in  the  modernised  city. 

These  recollections  were  ;>-  our  plays  and  days  when  "liiaa*  was  our  nurse  and 

companion*  I  reK-ai>ered  how  we  broke  the  leaves  of  the. century  plant  in  a 

neighbor *s  garden,  when  using  them  to  ride  upon;  of  fishing  with  string 

and  meat-bait  for  crawfish  through  round  mud  holes;  and  of  climbing  ora**go 

» 

and  oleander  trees  in  tho  garden,  while  “Lisa"  stood  helpless  except  to 
reiterate  *Do  Dobil  and  j^^bly  Brer  Bear  is  gwine  to  catch  you  cone  day, 
and  I*  so  qwino  to  tell  you  alls  jir>t  the  very  nlnute  she  poranlaalatos 
into  the  nursery"  * 

Or  again,  tho  adventure  of  stealing  into  the  kitchen  when  Miller ,  the 
black  cook,  was  in  the  store  closet  (wo  hoped)  to  bo  almost  invariably  caught 
and  imoerononiously  thrust  forth  with  a  torrent  of  tJreolo  patois  denominating 
us  as  "crapaud"  and  like  nuisances,  Xt  was  humiliating  to  have  bin  pounce 
upon  us  just  as  our  finger®  wore  about  to  bo  scorched  with  smoking  hot  coffee 
beans  fresh  from  the  oven.  Yet  idler  was  to  be  counted  upon  to  see  that  we 
got  goodies  from  tho  grown  ups*  dinner  parties,  after  Lisa  baud  tucked  us 
into  bed.  It  was  also  a  pastime  to  watch  him  bargain  with  the  &>  icken  vendor 
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who  carried  hi  a  war©"*  around  his  neck  like  a  lively  feather  baa,  or  to  loan 
over  the  fence  while  he  picked  out  the  choicest  turkey  free  the  great  droves 
that  passed  fres  street  to  street,  A?d  agsia  there  were  the  Italians  who 
car«c  Tdth  bunches  cf  bananas  and  baskets  of  oranges,  and  froa  Tihcns  no  con¬ 
fidently  expected  *3Lagniappot  after  the  conclusion  of  the  purchase* 

Ore  p&gtine  I  dcUbt  if  any  present  day  child  or.  joy  t*  Then  frith  two 
colored  rturcoc  and  baby  carriage  rc  trooped  cot  Tor  an  afternoon  milk  tasny 
acre  the  vidtc  we  paid  to  the  white  walled  cerctcry,  where,  rorr  upon  row, 
the  white  vaults  stand  in  ghostly  array  scarcely  softened  by  the  scattered 


rose  vines  and  a.  few  ragrolia  trees  and  oleanders*  Occasionally  we  wore 
lifted  tip  to  gase  c.t  a  tin-type  of  the  deceased  inserted  in  a  vault  slab 
bearing  a  french  none.  AXeo  I  vmmbcv  to  have  watched  bravely  the  funeral 
cortege  of  a  French  bride  with  brldecrmidi'  in  white,  and  groesaaren  in  evening 
drees  walking  on  either  side  cf  the  white  hearoe,  These  expeditions  wore 
etrsaerily  ended  when  in  cut  excitement  at  attending  the  burial  cf  a  snail - 
pOK  victiti,  the  details  were  recounted  to  grown  upe  who  had  not  had  our  luck* 
Still  there  coerced  alnaye  sot*  evert  which  In  those  nursery  days 
caused  keen  anticipation*  Thor'©  was  Fireman *0  Day  on  March  4th,  when  fron 
rerre  friend’s  porch  we  gaaed  at  the  gay  prccersion  of  engines  all  silver 
end  gold  end  flower  grr landed,  drawn  by  powerful  horses  with  erdnped  nones 
and  bails,  prancing  on  silvered  or  glided  hoofs.  While  the  red  hook  and 
ladder  carte  and  their  crews  auide  splendid  color  effects ,  Then  followed  the 
hose  certs  in  front  of  which  Firmer,  red-ahirted  with  highly  polished  helmets 
palled  along  the  flower  wreathed  linos  of  hose?  each  co»pouy  in  its  proper 
position,  while  spectators  bomb  rd ad. then  with  boquoto,  and  bsrdc  played  en- 
trancingly.  fexi  to  'that  holiday,  Iferdi  Gras  was  a  favorite.  Dressed  in 
paper  snialiii  oooIuthhs  wo  rare  taken  by  an  interested  father  to  call  upon 
neighborhood  friend  a  bo  Tore  it  was  ti?ie  to  watch  the  mid-day  {Strode  of 
* funny"  floats ,  Tho  gorgeous  evening  processions  I  was  too  sloopy  to  enjoy* 
Sundays  were  not  anticipated  oven  though  having  Father  haste  made  it 
in  a  neat sure  a  Feast  Day  with  dinner  with  the  grown  ups.  The  chief  drawback 
v?ac  ooming  church  to  which  re  walked  sedately,  rrj  sister  and  I  holding  our 
heads  erect  to  escape  cocao  of  tho  torture  produced  by  our  fashionable. 


i . 


C\r^ 


f  r. 


.  '  ■  I 


‘ 


***** 


:  '  : 


•  i 

■’  •  ’  ‘  '  V:  ‘  '  "  ' 

•  '  ‘  '  •*  4  >  1  '■  ' 

. 


s 


•  , .  •  ,  . 

i  .  ' 

.  - 

. 

:  -  • 


1 


w.w  ,«  »• 

* 


f  :  ■  ■*  :  >  'i 


• 

« 

. 

•  •  u. 

.  » 

.  .  • 

• 

••  .  ■ ; 

...  .  f 

l 

n  * 

-  ,  •}  ■■■ ' 

-C 

• 

•>  r  •  •  ; 

■  \ 1 

nr  ’  ‘  ih  h  ‘x-r>  -L  i-i'i  n‘:  ■  w  i:. SOI 

•*  :  .  -  .  A*.  -  : 


* 


‘  V- 


?  . 


%  l  t* 


.  •  •  -  ■?;  X 


i.!  r*J 


■  { 

• 

. 

;  c*#  „ 

» 

*  • 

41  u 


* 

i  '  f:  *i  ‘  ' 


-59 


stilly  starched  and  flirted  round  organdie  collars  Arrived  at  the  big 
pm  arid  placed  on  cither  side  of  out  xaother,  rhile  ny  brother  wiggled 
next  to  father,  we  cat  through  the  quite  unintelligible  oratory  of  the 
Presbyterian  minister#  He,  long  prominent  In  the  Southern  Church,  held 
an  isfcxGiise  congregation  of  people  willing  to  listen  to  discourses  lasting 
an  hoar  am  more.  ?iy  sinter  in  spite  of  the-  uncomfortable  collar  had  the 
joy  of  sleeping  to  the  end;  but  I,  wriggly  said  twisting,  had  -only  the  cr_ti- 
elation  of  a  gm-drop  when  she  should  awake  sand  bo  prevented  by  another 
gun-drop  from  speaking  aloud*  It  m%c  discipline:  yet  because  of  it  I 
have  always  boon  able  to  sit  through  muy  an  address  equally  dreary  and 
sometime  neurotic •  Our  afternoons  ware  given  ever  to  the  *3esc i«  Boohs*, 

9 line-  Upon  Line-*,  etc*  let  ssa&y  an  orr/ ions  glance  1  cast  toward  the  garden 
across  the  street*  The  devotions  of  this  Catholic  family  having  been  accom¬ 
plished,  dolls  and  croquet  wore  permitted*  For  the  grown  ups  I  cannot  think 
it  was  so  dreary  a  day  since  the  custom  prevailed  of  friends  caning  in  during 
the  afternoon  ard  usually  etayir*:  to  an  informal  supper* 
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Our  nurecry  auppoTE  wear®  followed  by  tho  now  well  known  unci© 

Kokhs  stories  of  Brer  Rabbit,  tho  "or  Baby#  otc.  Or  the  cuppor  tablo 

became  tho  plcitforrs.  upon  which  each  in  turn  spoke  a  •pioco”  *  lly  older 

'  • 

broth  or  usually  ohoso  “The  Boy  Sthod  on  the  Burning  Lock*  to  be  followed 
by  a  thin  little  raise  telling  of  Little  ”Bo  Poop*.  An  to  ny  contribution 
I  doubt  if  it  ever  varied  from  "The  Rose  is  red,  tho  Violet’s  blue,3  etc. 

Ihren  tho  baby  holding  tight  to  a  nurse’s  hand  lisped  “twinkle*  ttinklo, 
title  ’tar1*#  Tfiile  the  snail  tc«?-h  ended  brother  usually  objected  to  any 
set  form,  and  according  to  his  how  was. a  fire-chief  shou ting  orders , 
tho  nan  at  tho  soda  water  fountain,  or  tho  oratorical  minister ,  who  he 
said,  night  bo  Int erect ing  if  ho  would  explain  hineolf . 

An  incident  whioh  interrupted  one  of  these  after  aunpor  Oceanians 
cay  serve  to  nark  the  difference  between  those  days  of  1928  and  those  not 
for  away  from  slavery.  Our  nurse  was  the  f enter  rioter  of  a  prominent 
bachelor  and  family  friend*  On  this  evening  a  torrential  rain  had  flooded 
tho  streets  while  guests  at  our  pc  rents1  dinner  were  arriving#  Hr#  Geld- 
thwoite  caao  suddenly  into  the  nursery  with  the  request  that  ;’Lia&'}  should 
lend  a  pair  of  white  gloves#  l»oe  his  ware  damaged  beyond  use  fchen  he  had 
clipped  in  leaving;  his  carriage#  Lisa  was  quite  willing,  especially  as  her 
pr*riy  gloves,  her  pride,  bad  been  ry  father’s,  She  added  ti  pair  of  highly 
polished  shoes  originally  fro©  the  same  source,  Vo  both  it  was  all  a  per¬ 
fectly  natural  incident.  Ho  was  Mr#  Alied,  to  be  assisted  in  tla©  of  need, 
and  she  was  Lisa  vitfc  wliosa  ho  had  played  and  perhaps  bullied  when  a  child# 
Our  studies  were  not  tho  by- play  one  tiight  infer#  fiy  g icier  and  i, 
as  X  have  already  told,  were  conducted  at  the  ages  of  five  and  four  around 
tho  comer  to  rs#  TSatthewe*  Go  loot  School  for  Cdrls,  Lancing  school,  for 
un  at  least,  was  hold  over  a  stable  in  idle  garden  of  a  neighbor#  Tho  dancing 
mater,  this#  rod-bc:*i\!ed,  and  llnpaijkgj  v  :■  a  -.  oaeh  child  by  hand  and  counted 
eat  the  stops  of  ooVm>9  waits  und  msurka*  Aft 02’  neudLng  tho  remits  he*  bowed 
tho  ««3ic  on  a  squeaky  violin,  boating  time  "Tith  ano  foot# 

the  stcanar  rumtho  wore  spent  largely  in  Elizabeth  from  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  our  parents  then  s«»ii£iOB  escaped  2s or  a  vacation  by  thons elves. 
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THE  LAET  TEARS  HI  BBT  ORLEAHS 


Tho  axitaBB  of  tho  year  1876  found  us  in  a  larger  house,  on  the  comer 
of  First  and  Chestnut  Streets,  tilth  so  ouch  nore  space  to  play  in  that  it 
seemed  a  garden  aft  or  tho  brick  paved  space  in  Prytamia  Street. 

Tho  first  floor  oontainod  square  front  and  back  parlors,  and  at  tho 
,  roar  of  the  entrance  hall  was  tho  dining  room  beyond  which  were  pantries, 
kitchen,  laundry  and  servants*  quarters , 

The  front  roan  furniture  had  boon  light  blue  rop,  with  two  odd  choirs 
of  which  the  seats  Aunt  Julia  had  cross-stitched  (grospoint)  in  maroon 
colored  worsted ,  around  a  pattern  of  angels  in  grey  and  white  glass  beads. 
Personally  thooo  were  a  source  of  diversion  during  tho  few  minutes  of  Sally 
family  prayer*  The  angel*  s  eyes  must  have  boon  firmly  sewed  to  with  stand  the 
efforts  I  node  to  dislodge  than*  Probably  tho  other  children  had  their  special 
pastimes  too* 

There  wore,  of  course,  long  white  lace  curtains  hung  freo  walnut  cor¬ 
nices  near  tho  high  ceilings  to  the  Hoor.  In  front  of  ono  window  stood  the 
plant  table  that  had  figured  in  noro  than  one  church  decoration.  Between 
tho  windows  was  placed  an  otagero  (distinguished  from  a  what-not  by  being  a 
solid  piece  of  furait'oro,  and  not  a  variety  of  trial!  shelves  upon  a  more  or 
loos  pyramidal  ffeoaowoffc) .  Its  chief  ornament  ms  wax  ooneliae  in  a  silver 
vase  under  a  glass  case*  This  etagere  was  allowed  to  remain,  although  the 
Decorative  Arts  Society  in  Hew  York ,  a  rather  recent  effort  to  improve  house¬ 
hold  interiors,  was  at  least  partly  res  ■•oneible  for  sons  new  black  ebon  is  od 
wood  furniture,  ~'ith  dork  patterned  brocaded  u|holstoring,  and  portio res, 
the  latest  fadhion,  of  gold  colored  wool  material  trimmed  with  borders  of 
rxitife  cut  out  of  crimson  and  blue  cloth  and  appliqued  with  "fancy1*  silk 
stitches* 

The  back  parlor  happily  remained  tho  came,  with  its  comfortable  stuffed 
armchairs  of  crimson  rep  with  a  narrow  black  stripe  unon  which  wore  snail 
gold  figures,  Tho  center  tablo  held  a  gas  loop,  -  Ar grand  bumor  for  in- 
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croanod  light  ,  -  upon  Its  inset  cloth  top.  Bookcases  wore  on  one  cldc  and 
end,  -  one  of  which  wan  reserved  for  our  books.  A  Honor’s  piaster  group  of 
Lincoln  liberating  a  clave  adorned  the  center  top  of  one  bookcase, anti  a  globe 
another.  Both  roans  had  white  marble  mantels  and  fireplaces  oapablo  of 
burning  a  snail  uantity  of  soft  (ikumoX)  coal  fro n  which  noot  inadequate 
heat  was  to  be  bad*  for  furnaces  were  unknown  In  Kew  Orleans  * 

After  wo  moved  from  Prytaimla  Street  the  simple  yellow  mplo  or  pointed 
v;ood  dining  room  furniture  v/as  relegated  to  our  school  roan  in  the  rear  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  second  floor.  Our  father  had  bought  at  a  plantation  s  .Xc  a 
fine  old  English  carved  oak  net  tvhi ch  we  considered  very  grand,  Otar  boot 
china  was  green  Chinese  with  painted  figures  of  non,  pagodas,  etc.,  and  our 
beet  Sunday  °tea"  oath  w  o  white  damask  with  buff  boardoVB* 

Aunt  Carrie  (drc.  Lillian  A.  Put  nan)  had  cone  down  with  us  to  help 
and  be  company  for  Aunt  Haggle,  For  some  reason,  probably  economic,  the 
two  young  Aunts  °kept  school®  for  us  in  the  little  school  room,  while 
Jack  wandered  in  ami  out  or  sat  beneath  the  table  with  Lillian  and  passed 
disconcerting  remarks  in  a  deep  bass  voioe* 

£VUP*  and  I  began  on  Peter  Parley's  "Book  of  Pnowlodgo® ,  then  a 
nuch  favored  noons  of  inparting  facto,  P’hoihor  it  was  really  interesting 
or  node  so  by  our  teachers,  a  good  deal  of  its  contents  stuok,  to  coco 
to  nind  in  lator  years .  Certainly  I  rononber  no  other  book  of  that  school 
period. 

ilio  second  winter  in  First  Street,  Aunt  14.1  (firs*  V/alter  If, 
Crittenden)  vary  young  and  pretty,  came  both  to  olnre  the  responsibility 
and  to  see  cone thing  of  the  social  life  in  How  Orleans • 

Tho  journeys  north  each  yoar  apparently  hove  left  nore  impression 
than  .going  south,  except  the  first  eight  of  snow  in  Pittsburgh, 

It  then  tool:  three  days  and  four  nights  to  go  from  Hew  Orleans, 
via  Ohica  o,  to  Elisabeth,  Hew  Jersey*  I  don't  know  whether  this  was 
then  the  best  route  or  whether  business  necessitated  it,  Since  trains 
were  usually  very  late  in  roach  ing  on  routo  stations  wh ore  meals  rero 
nerved  during  the  twenty  minutes  stop,  it  was  necessary  to  carry  the 
children's  food  in  what  seemed  huge  willow  market  baskets,  -  mysteriously 
cored  for  by  the  colored  porter  and  produced  at  proper  intervals.  Colored 
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waitors  stood  at  the  stations  and  banged  tray- like  tin  ware,  when  the 
trains  wore  to  rooune  their  journey*  For  those  days  wo  travelled  in 
luxury,  the  drawing  rooci  being  reserved  as  well  as  tho  necessary  berths 
in  tho  corridor.  A  collapsible  rubber  bath  tub  was  i  ken  with  us  to  be 
blown  into  shape  and  partly  filled  with  worn  m  tor  by  tho  sorter.  Wo  each 
certainly  had  one  both  during  tho  journeys  back  and  forth#  which  tho  soft 
coal  used  in  the  engines  node  unspeakably  dirty.  Even  then  wo  oust  have 
looked  like  the  little  chfasey  sweeps  I  raaodber  to  hove  seen  in  the  streets 
of  Hew  Orleans  with  bundles  of  reeds  in  their  arris.  Our  father's  groat  inter* 
ost  in  books  node  hiss  careful  to  provide  each  of  us  with  a  new  one  for  the 
journey#  and  our  constant  inquiries  as  to  tho  tine  of  day  resulted  in  the 
purchase  by  a  friend  goanr  to  Switserlscnd  of  crystal  watcher  for  IV  .?• 
and  no.  The  bo  were  proudly  run  ponded  around  our  necks  on  a  black  ribbon  end 
deposited  in  a  watch  pocket  sewed  to  tho  breast  of  cur  blouses. 
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ELIZABETH  DATS 


In  1078  after  a  third  motherless  winter  the  yellow  fever  scourge  canc 
during  the  currier.  A  family  to  shoo  our  houne  hod  been  loaned,  suffered  with 
most  other  families ,  I  rr  member  that  one  or  two  s  chool  friends  died:  others 
had  loot  one  or  both  parents*  The  oause  of  the  fever  was  unknown*  btrt  with 
the  coning  of  winter  it  usually  disappeared. 

But  tills  year  our  father  determined  to  take  no  rick  and  to  lc  vo  tic 
with  our  Grandmother  Haines ,  ffello  fie,  r .  Amory,  then  a  widower,  and  two 
young  XJngllnhnen  foraod  what  was  temed  the  Moss,  and  lived  in  our  heuco. 

After  a  year,  however,  :.r.  Anory  raearried  and  the  ngliohoan  found  wives 
among  the  Hew  Orleans  belles.  One  of  than,  Hr.  Alfred  he  Blanc,  bought  our 
house  and  its  contents  except  books  and  engravings  that  had  been  last  gifts 
to  our  I  other.  Then  until  1888  our  fathor  either  lived  in  rooms  taking  his 
nealc  at  the  Boston  Club  or  at  the  Old  St. Charles  Hotel,  although  Hr.  LeBlanc, 
as  an  old  nan,  told  no  how  often  he  tried  to  persuade  w.P.H*  to  live  with 
then.  It  was  certainly  an  unselfish  way  of  life,  of  which  wo  as  children 
were  unappreciative  when  he  returned  each  Hay  to  be  with  uc,  and  we  excitedly 
greeted  bin  at  tlie  railroad  station  taring  to  suppress  our  curiosity  as  to 
the  presents  he  invariably  brought  uc. 

Our  Grandmother^  house  at  840  H*  Broad  Street,  -  now  belonging  to  a 
Catholic  sisterhood,  -  had  been  built  and  added  to  by  our  other's  father 
Idchord  Townley  Haines •  Cabled  and  two  storied  in  the  original  pert,  an 
over-hung  porch  stretch od  across  its  generous  facade.  A  three  storied  addition 
in  tho  rear  afforded  much  greater  accoanodati ons  to  his  numerous  brood,  and  a 
large  sunny  dining  room  strotchod  its  fifty-foot  length  across  tho  wide  hall 
and  staircase  in  the  rear.  This  coolly  had  coated  on  fostivo  occasions  fifty 
children  and  grand  children  and  friends,  but  was  never  used  in  our  day. 

Tho  front  door  from  the  low  sot  pordi  opened  onto  a  very  wide  hall, 
with  square  parlor  and  study  to  the  right,  and  on  tho  left,  dining  room, 
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ntairoaao,  store  roan  (kept  lockod),  pantry  end  old*  5ir.ll  (runrinp  parallel 

'  “  *  1  tW  ’  -  \ 

to  min  hall)  which  led  to  the  kitchen  and  laundry  ell, and  an  umicod  bath¬ 
room,  since  there  nac  no  running  water  in  the  house  except  in  the  kitchen 
where  a  pump  drew  the  household  supply  from  a  never  failing  well  near  the 
kitchen  entrance*  To  the  ri^fjt  of  the  ttbig  dining  roan"  was  a  great  bay- 
windowed  rood  called  the  library;  although  try  memory  places  the  not  large 
family  library  on  inset  shelves  in  the  small  study  and  in  two  enormous  painted 
yellow  glans-doored  book  cases  which  stood  vis-a-vis  on  either  side  of  the 
min  hall*  Two  great  old  mahogany  sofas  also  node  an  extra  living  room  of 
this  hall* 

The  main  features  of  the  parlor  were  to  me  the  gray  carpet,  gold  and 

stfiite  papered  walls*  upon  which 
hung  portraits  of  our  grand- 
parents*  grandma  in  one  of  the 
nineteen  green  gowns  tradition 
credits  to  her*  Rosewood  fur¬ 
niture  had  email-patterned  gray- 
toned  upholstery,  ft.  lie  very 
handsome  red  silk  damask  curtains 
added  color  to  the  otherwise 
neutral  tone  of  the  room.  There 
were  also  tho  usual  square  grand 
piano,  and  a  cabinet  in  one  comer 
containing  plaster  replloas  of 
fruit  once  grown  in  the  orchard 
and  various  glass,  wood  and  Ivor:; 
curios  brought  home  from  Europe  by 
the  traveled  members  of  our  grandfather’s  first  family*  fame  fins  bronses  on 
the  mantelpiece  and  tables  also  dated  back  to  the  days  when  grandfather  Hair, os 
was  a  partner  in  tho  Hew  York  wholesale  woolen  goods  firm  of  Hoisted  nd  Haines 
378  Broadway,  and  kept  the  open  house  of  a  country  genii onan  In  Elisabeth* 

The  second  story  of  tho  gabled  port  contained  six  bedrooms  opening  one 
into  another*  the  last  of  which »  over  tho  study,  was  called  tho  Diving  fell. 
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being  reached  by  a  stairway  inside  the  recta*  The  sewing  room  connected  the 
older  vdth  the  never  part,  said  it  me  here  that  our  nursery  was  established 
when  we  first  ca  c  to  Elisabeth  to  live. 

To  children  accustomed  to  the  snail  New  Orleans  garden  the  houce 
coonod  a  long  way  from  the  street,  and  there  were  really  forty  acres  to 
explore,  and  orchards  of  apple,  pear,  and  peach  trees  to  discover,  grape 
arbors  to  ollnb,  to  say  nothing  of  the  unused  pig  pen  roof  upon  -hich  we 
spread  walnuts  to  dry,  There  was  also  a  bam  and  stable,  in  one  of  which 
was  the  old  fanily  state  carriage,  sadly  in  disrepair  but  useful  for  plays. 

Tli©  farmer,  Arthur  Horton  and  Mary  his  wife,  seeded  to  no  to  have  boon 
in  the  Haines  employ  always*  The  house  I  never  thought  of  as  having  been 
built,  -  it  just  was.  In  our  day  th?ro  were  only  two  horses  in  the  stable- 
one  pair  called  Pride  and  Fall,  because  Pride  win  ah?  ys  in  the  lead.  There 
was  also  a  covered  two-aeated  wagon,  which  could  be  closed  in  with  curtains 
and  which  long  afterwards  I  leamod  vr.s  called  a  Ik:  mentor®.  But  for  uc 
the  carriage  par  excellence  was  the  * Sundown*  our  father  bought  to  drive 
himself.  It  was  rather  highly  hung,  the  back  coat  lower  than  the  front  one, 
and  without  a  canopy,  I  car.  see  the  five  of  t®  in  it  with  our  father  driving 
so  absent-mindedly  and  switching  around  corners  so  suddenly  that  Oran  probably 
said  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  after  each  safe  return  from  an  afternoon  drive. 
Very  occasionally  we  drove  as  far  as  Roseville  beyond  Hewark,  where  our 
urandmother  lialsey  and  Aunts  lived.  Granina  ilalcey  did  not  enjoy  our 
visits,  -  if  possible  she  put  on  her  bonnet  and  shawl  and  wont  dorm  fuse  ex 
Avenue  to  her  daughter’s,  i:rs.  Gyrus  Peck  (Aunt  Mary)  and  resaained  till, 
after  an  early  supper,  we  hod  departed  with  our  noise  and  clatter,  Since  she 
was  married  in  1819  the  year  of  Grandma  Haines’  birth,  she  was  almost  a  genera 
tion  older,  indeed  was  as  old  as  Great  Grandma  Wilder,  who  case  with  Aunty  Vry 
free  Englewood,  Hew  Jersey,  to  visit  each  winter  until  her  death  In  1878. 

School  began  in  earned.  R*T*H*H*  had  already  been  sent  to  St. Paul’s 
School,  Concord,  H.H*,  after  spending  certainly  one  winter  at  the  Pingry 
School  for  boys  in  Elizabeth  ord  living  at  our  grandmother  *s  while  wo  wore 
still  in  Bov  Orleans. 

Ii.H.B.  was  placed  in  a  kindergarten,  -  a  nelhod  recently  introduced 
from  the  woman  Puoobel ,  -  and  often  sent  thorn  tinder  the  c-  ro  of  the  tall 
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or  short  conductor  and  driver  of  the  one  horse  street  car  which  jogred  nt 
half  hour  intervale  up  and  down  Brood  Street.  J.T.H.  also  went  to  the 
primary  department  of  the  sane  school  for  a  tine,  but  later  joined  r»  V'. 
and  no  at  rice  Road  and  r  ise  Higgins 1  School  for  young  lodier  and  snail 
boys,  which  Grandma  Haines  had  officially  organised*  She  had  in  many  re¬ 
spects  what  were  denoted  ?1  advanced  ideas*  as  to  education,  but  how  her’s 
differed  from  the  usual  method  I  do  not  know* 

Liles  Beads ,  short  and  ctysspy,  and  somewhat  quid:  tempered,  taught 
spelling,  reading  and  history,  while  Hiss  Biggins,  tall  and  thin,  with  a 
better  sense  of  hunor,  drilled  tho  various  classes  in  geograrhy,  nathenatics , 
Batin  and  French*  There  was  probably  a  young  assistant  too,  but  I  only  re¬ 
member  outside  t  each  ere  of  drawing,  and  elocution,  wh  ach  letter  study  con¬ 
sisted  of  memorising  Tennyson’s  "Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade*,  Longfellow’s 
Psaln  of  Life,  etc.,  in  which  we  were  node  word  perfect  by  chorus  recitations 
by  each  class  before  the  elocution  teacher  gave  tho  proper  emphasis  l 

To  wore  at  school  in  winter  dark  blue  flannel,  strut irt  cut,  long- 
sleeved  dresses,  and  very  pretty  frilly  white  nainsook  aprons,  low-nec!:od,  ~hort- 
sleevod  and  tied  behind  with  nainsook  sashes.  I  was  quit©  conscious  that  we 
were  the  best  dree  sod  little  girls  in  school*  Dancing  school  an  Friday 
afternoons,  our  father  insisted  upon,  sod  Grandma,  who  believed  dancing 
almost  of  the  Devil,  caw  to  it  that  we  wont  regularly,  y  cloth  os  gave  no 
no  supporting  sens©  of  superiority  there,  as  they  were  only  our  Sunday  best 
while  most  children  wore  light  colored  cashmeres  or  lace  trimmed  nainsook. 

Brauik  Dodsworth,  son  or  nephew  of  the  celebrated  Allan  Dodsworfcfc ,  who  had  the 
society  c  lac  see  in  How  York,  wan  our  teacher,  ard  required  the  sane  deportment* 
Upon  entering  the  hall  it  m s  necessary  to  glide  along  tho  slip  ery  polished 
floor  and  sake  a  courtesy  to  his  wife  who,  I  think  played  upon  the  piano  tho 
waits os,  polkas,  nasourkas  and  lanoors  into  which  we  were  gradually  initiated* 

A  grand  march  with  repetition  of  oourtosy  and  bow  concluded  the  hour’s  lesson. 

The  chief  school  event  during  the  Elizabeth  period  was  the  arrival 
as  bo  rders  of  two  Indian  girls,  twelve  and  fourteen  ye  rc  of  ago,  to  be 
educated*  to?  they  got  their  French  nemos  of  •  'argucrite  and  Susanno  La 
Floche  we  never  knew  or  who  paid  for  their  education  and  general  expense. 
Marguerite  with  pale  oval  face  was  almost  handsome  in  rrdto  of  the  unbecoming- 
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nocB  of  hor  badly  chosen  American  drees,  but  Busan,  ns  we  called  hor,  was 
ungainly  in  build,  carriage  and  gait,  although  the  wore  intelligent.  They 
furnished  us  at  the  tine  with  much  table  talk  in  the  recital  of  their  first 
days  at  school#  But  they  well  repaid  by  their  determination  to  learn  the 
outlay*  *  marguerite  died  while  taking  a  nodical  course  later  in  Philadelphia, 
but  Busan  went  back  to  her  tribe  to  teach*  The  arrival  of  sane  non  of  their 
people  to  visit  then  in  Indian  costune  gave  us  a  big  thrill,  sire  e  Indians  wore 
no  nore  camon  in  Idle  East  than  now* 

Another  event  was  the  first  sight  of  a  President,  when  Grandna  Haines 
took  us  to  pay  our  respects  to  President  Grant  who  was  visiting  friends  of 
the  family.  President's  stock,  however,  went  to  aero  in  ny  estimation, 
since  he  did  not  rise  whan  Grand na,  a  wo can  of  groat  dignity,  entered  the 
room.  I  only  saw  a  thick  set,  sandy-bearded  nan  who  slouched  in  an  arm¬ 
chair,  with  high- booted  legs  crossed,  and  pipe  in  mouth,  as  he  extended 
a  hand  in  greeting*  Otherwise  no  impress! on  was  made  on  one  snail  girl. 

Grandma, always  interested  in  carrying  out  our  father's  wishes  that 
we  should  know  some  things  going  cm  in  the  world,  also  took  us  to  see  and 
hear  the  telephone  about  which  there  was  much  tali:.  It  was  soon  after  this 
that,  during  a  basics  outbreak  in  the  family,  our  father  bought  us  a  toy 
telephone  (I  don't  remember  more). 

Christmas  was  a  new  experience  to  southern  bred  children*  In  lew 
Orleans  we  had  been  content  to  hang  our  stockings  on  choirs  in  the  front 
parlor,  since  there  were  no  fir  trees  there  nor  imitation  ones  anywhere . 

But  Gran,  -  as  wo  called  hor,  -  waited  our  first  Christmas  in  the  I  forth 
to  be  especially  nice,  so  the  young  uncles  and  aunts  contrived  an  enomaus 
white  cotton  sock,  which  stuffed  with  hay  and  erected  in  the  unused  dining¬ 
room,  was  hung  with  the  m ny  stockings  of  children  and  grandchildren*  and 
when  wo  gased  in  joy  at  it  Christmas  morning  sleds  ptrotuded  from  its  top 
while  skates  and  other  gifts  wore  mingled  with  the  array  of  stockings* 

It  liapjxjnod  to  be  a  white  Christmas  so  our  cup  was  full  except  for 
a  wistful  fooling  that  it  was  not  right  for  our  father  to  bo  so  far  away 
and  alone .  In  the  afternoon  we  went  by  train  to  Newark  and  then  a  long  car 
ride  took  us  to  Roseville  whore  we  wore  included  in  the  family  narty  of  our 
father's  eldest  sister.  Lire*  Gyrus  Peck*  There  wo  saw  our  first  Christmas 
troo,-  at  least  the  first  I  r on  ocher,  -  and  wore  surrounded  by  Aunts  and 
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Cousinc  to  spoil  tar.,  Co  long  as  wo  were  in  Elisabeth  I  think  we  always  went 
for  Christmas  ouppor  to  Roseville* 

Our  father's  first  winter  alone  in  How  Orleans  was  broken  by  two 
hurried  visits  north,  because  of  the  illness  and  death  of  Grandma  Halsey. 

I  roreribor  Gran's  cautioning  us  not  to  bo  too  boisterously  glad  when  we 
not  fain  in  the  oarly  winter  morning  at  the  Hallway  station,  since  his 
mother's  illness  would  noire  fairs  very  sad*  Ue  itus  the  youngest  son  and 
favorite,  -  yet  ho  had  always  been  the  minctay  upon  whan  Grandma  Halsey 
counted,  and  for  whoa  he  bad  node  the  little  hone  near  Aunt  iary  Peck* 

Aunt  Julia  lived  with  her,  but  Aunt  Gettie  the  youngest  sister  had  lived 
with  Aunt  Hary  always,  being  tart  a  snail  child  at  tho  tine  of  her  marriage 
to  uncle  Gyrus  Peck  when  finances  were  noct  prooariouc  owing  to  the  sudden 
death  of  Grandpa  Halsey,  when  our  father  was  only  five  years  old. 

Sundays  were  strictly  regulated.  Ho  romping  or  games  of  any  kind 
were  allowed.  After  tho  later  Sunday  breakfast,  and  family  prayer  conducted 
by  Gran,  we  never  fai&cx!  to  see  on  the  study  oant  el  piece  a  list  of  Bible 
texts,  giving  chapter  and  versos  to  bo  loomed  before  the  after-supper 
prayer  tine.  Tho  cfa  ildrer 1 s  initials  were  affixed  to  certain  assignments 
and  the  grown-ups  placed  their  initials  after  their  cfa oico  since  none,  not 
even  visitors,  were  exempt*  Church  was  attended  an  a  natter  of  course, 
and  wo  liked  the-  mile  walk  with  our  young  aunts,  uncles  and  visitors,  ex¬ 
cept  tho  two  who  drove  with  Gran  in  the  Germantown*  Afternoons  were  very 
long,  since  wo  cou2E  not  coast  or  skate  in  printer  and  could  only  wane! or 
idly  around  the  garden  or  read  designated  books.  The  Elsie  series  ouch  in 
vogue  was  fortunately  forbidden,  but  of  those  permitted  I  remember  ally  a 
translation  of  tho  "Cchonberg  Cotta  Partly" ,  s~ido,  T?ido  for  Id  ,  and 
"Quoochy0.  A fter  tho  evening  recitation  of  texts  and  sinking ,  cone  the 
on©  hour  in  the  week  which  Gran  cot  aside  exclusively  for  us.  Then  for 
on  hour  she  rood  aloud.  It  is  improbable  that  I  should  ever  have  road 
Pilgrim's  Progress  through,  had  Gran  not  done  so  for  us.  She  had  been 
brought  up  upon  it,  as  had  generations  before  her. 

itfa  Gran's  inheritanoo  from  her  parents  of  lssianary  enterprise, 
and  her  husband's  sympathetic  interest,  it  was  natural  tliat  her  hospitality 

should  have  include:!  many  I'isrionarico  homo  on  vacations.  In  one  way  wo 
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took  then  for  grantod;  in  another  they  were  certainly  a  bore,  especially 
when  Gran  was  requested  to  form  a  woman* s  society  to  support  the  young 
women  sent  out  V/'eet  to  the  undeveloped  or  Uonstm  country*  The  one  Mission¬ 
ary  wo  really  liked  was  iso  Xilico  Robertson  whom  as  a  vary  young  noma  our 
grandmother  advised  as  to  manners  an d  dross  as  well  os  teaching  methods* 
Later  she  forosook  Mlesionarying  and  eventually  became  a  member  of  Congress 
for  Oklaliana,  but  she  never  forgot  those  days  in  Elisabeth  or  the  members  of 
that  largo  family,  as  we  who  lunched  with  her  at  the  Capitol  loomed* 

Aunt  Maggie's  marriage  in  December  1878  to  Er.  Robert  P*  Keep,  - 
a  teacher  in  a  New  England  boy’s  school,  was  the  main  family  thrill  of 
the  Elisabeth  period.  Ota*  regret  at  her  leaving  us  was  hardly  softened 
by  t*;C  promise  that  we  should  be  in  the  front  pew  at  the  church*  L.H.B. 
and  Ethel  l/iokhan  were  flower  girls  and  since  family  weddings  have  often 
been  altogether  successful  without  some  important  accessory,  no  one  noticed 
that  the  two  little  girls  wont  up  the  aisle  in  stockinged  feet  because 
Lilian’s  white  slippers  had  not  arrived.  Aunt  Maggie  maintained  her 
internet  in  us  to  the  end  of  her  life  in  1093,  and  as  often  as  our  school 
days  permitted  the  girls  of  the  family  were  asked  to  visit  her  at  East- 
hampton,  lass.  and  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  later  Robert  Keep  was  principal 
of  an  endowed  Academy.  Her  two  children  are  Robert  P.  Jr,,  and  Dorothea, 
now  firs*  Robert  hale.  He  lives  in  Farmington  where  he  is  head  of  his 
great  aunt’s  Miss  Porter’s  School,  and  she  has  lived  in  Mew  York  in  the 
winter  and  has  a  delightful  house  on  the  "Downs”  in  Nantucket 

The  oaaoor  months  #£  those  years  in  Elisabeth  wore  mostly  spent  at 
hone.  But  I  rencsber  two  enamors  at  Elberon,  New  Jersey,  then  a  really 
very  charming  place.  The  first  stay  wa©  probably  a  short  one,  since  wo  hod 
a  hotel  cottage  and  went  to  it  for  our  meals •  It  ?ms  our  first  experience 
of  summer  hotel  life  and  our  father  liked  to  see  us,  upon  his  arrival  each 
afternoon  in  time  for  on  ocean  bath,  arrayed  In  fine  ohite  nainsook  drosses 
with  colored  sashes  and  hair  ribbons  that  were  our  summer  boot.  The  next 
year  he  took  a  cottage  whore  housekeeping  made  our  lives  simpler.  It  was 
during  ono  of  “these  years  that  President  Garfield  and  hie  family  wore  in  a 
cottage  near  by,  Since  wo  knew  the  children  as  beach  playmates ,  the  shoo!: 
of  hie  assassination  in  the  aching  ton  Station  when  he  was  departing  for 
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Elberon ,  was  very  groat .  It  was  then  that  I  bo  cane  a  real  newspaper  reader, 
following  closely  the  daily  bulletins,  whllo  the  bringing  of  t he  sick  mm  to 
Elboron  wac  a  day  of  great  interest.  He  lingered  until  we  had  returned  to 

Elisabeth. 

Another  year  we  chaldron  went  with  Aunt  i&ggie,  Uncle  Edward,  Aunt 
Carrie  and  Amt  Eil  to  the  Deserted  Village  once  built  for  iron  ore  minors 
in  the  Adirondack's  and  there  had  our  first  taste  of  canping.  That  was 
before  the  Rlboro©  daye  since  Aunt  Haggle  was  with  us.  Our  father  was  not 
with  us,  so  he  probably  stayed  behind  to  work  hard  to  pay  our  bills. 

But  one  treat  was  exclusively  his,  and  since  R.T.H.H.  was  at  St .Paul 1  o 
.  and  J.T.H*  and  E*H*B.  rather  too  young,  I  can  only  renenher  that  F.M.P.  and 
I  had  the  thrill  of  going  one  afternoon  with  hi®  to  stay  in  Sew  York  at  the 
Everett  douse,  a  very  well-run  family  sort  of  hotel  in  Union  Hquaro .  After 
dinner  we  could  hardly  milk  sedately  in  our  excitement  of  going  up  Broadway 
in  the  evening  amid  the  blase  of  light  fro®  the  theatre  signs  as  we  mde 
our  way  to  whore  "Pinafore0  was  being  played.  That  was  my  first  theatre 
since  Oran  did  not  approve  of  play-acting.  But  oho  never  said  anything 
about  our  father's  taking  tie  there,  any  noro  than  upon  our  attendance  at 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  :  Iberon  where  we  saw  President  Garfield  each 
Sunday,  -  that  fateful  summer. 
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BHOOfCLB!  DAYS 


In  the  winter  of  13SS  we,  children ,  heard  with  delict  ninglod  with 
coae  cur  price,  that  the  family  was  to  30  to  Brooklyn  to  live.  Hitherto  it 
had  been  a  city  where  occasional  delicious  visits  hod  been  node  to  the 
lively  young  uncle  arid  aunt,  the  Vilokfeaaai  but  since  they  had  then  recently 
noved  to  l  ew  York*  1  feel  very  cure  various  questions  were  put  by  the  curious 
Halseys, 

The  grown-ups  we  knew  wore  sad  at  leaving  the  hosae  of  their  childhood  , 
and  to  our  Grandmother  Haines  it  was  undoubtedly  a  great  sorrow  to  give  up 
the  house  to  ttoich  she  hod  come  as  a  bride.  But  financial  conditions  could 
no  longer  cope  with  the  mortgage  placed  after  Grandpa  liaised  death  in  1870 
had  disclosed  the  involved  condition  of  his  estate. 

It  was  characteristic  of  Gran  that  she  did  not  allow  her  own  sadness 
to  cast  any  shadow  upen  the  grandchildren ,  mad  to  me  there  was  on  added  thrill 
in  being  sent  to  some  neighbors  to  make  my  first  visit  alone  until  the  house 
at  842  Carroll  Park  shoud  be  cad©  ready.  Of  course  moving  was  complicated 
by  ranpe  developing  at  the  most  exasperating  moment ,  but  at  last  when  the 
groat  house  was  almost  devoid  of  furniture  I  vms  considered  sufficiently 
ready  for  a  short  visit,  followed  by  the  journey  via  the  train  and  boat 

plying  between  Hoboken  and  Brooklyn,  and  then  a  long  horsocer  ride  to  the 

new  home* 

Our  father  had  moot  generously  offered  to  have  the  mahogany  furniture 


re polished  and  reupfiolstered ,  00  that  the  long  draw¬ 


ing  room  with  one  large  sofa  resplendent  in  Alice 
blue  velour,  and  another  in  a  ixrccede  with  dull 


yellow  background  seemed  to  me  very  elegant.  Dark 
rod  portieres  and  recovered  side  chairs  to  natch, 
mdo  an  ensemble  that  must  have  had  a  good  psycho¬ 
logical  effect  upon  the  entire  family  who  were  to 
start  anew.  At  that  tine  beside  our  grcuidioothcr 


there  wore  uncle  Edward,  Aunt  Carrie  and  Aunt  Lillie, 


and  uncle  Henry  still  at  hone,  ro  that  when  ny  father  joined  ub  in  ? ay 
the  household  con:' i •’ted  of  eleven  people. 

It  was  too  late,  to  start  school  that  spring,  but  after  a  sumor  at 
Bar  Harbor,  Itt.  Desert,  then  beginning  to  be  fashionable  but  too  far  away 
to  attract  na ny  people,  F,  L»R«B*  and  I  were  entered  at  the  Brooklyn 

Heights  Seminary  for  girls;  and  J.T.H*  began  at  the  Polytechnic  for  boys; 
while  was  still  to  have  another  year  at  St.  Paul*s  heforo  entering 

the  class  of  * SC  at  Princeton. 

* 

The  process  of  adjustment  was  probably  aore  difficult  than  we  realised 
at  the  time.  Grandma  was  much  occupied  viith  her  work  in  organising  a  Woman's 
Hoco  Missionary  Society  and  Aunt  Carrie  was  housekeeper.  In  1885  one  Hay 
day  qy  father  asked  me  how  I  dhould  like  to  go  abroad  to  school,  hat  or  I 
learned  that  the  plan  was  to  neon  g  ing  with  F*M«P«  ani  the  Wlckhame  in 
the  outturn,  since  Aunt  Lee  had  shown  signs  of  tuberculosis  and  the  Riviera 
was  advised  as  a  cure Her  daughter,  Ethel,  ms  to  be  with  us  at  ladano 
Eytel-Kubbe’s  school  in  Lausanne,  and  we  were  to  join  her  Bother  in  the 
Christens  vacation# 

Pension  Rosenont  was  certainly  not  luxurious  and  the  food  was  not  very 
plentiful  but  the  year  was  an  experience  of  adjustment  very  useful  in  later 
tines ,  and  the  Christmas  and  spring  vacations  spent  in  Italy  a  great  joy# 
Heanwhil©  was  in  Princeton  and  the  younger  ones  in  Brooklyn.  Coon 

after  our  return  in  September  of  1386  our  Grandmother  died  and  that  hone 
was  broken  up.  We  wont  to  a  hotel  with  our  father  who  had  given  up  his 
business  in  Hew  Orleans  sand  undertaken  an  impossible  -  fron  the  health 
standpoint  -  strain  in  the  office  of  Brown  Brothers  in  Wall  Street •  The 
autumn  of  1837  saw  us  ostabl  ished  at  108  Willow  Street  not  very  far  from  the 
Plitaesao,  and  there  we  lived  till  the  year  after  our  father's  death  in  1301; 
when  F«H«P«*s  marriage  in  1S92  node  a  smaller  house  imperative. 

One  year  more,  1393,  saw  our  house  again  dimontlod,  since  b.H.B.  was 
going  to  Greco©  for  a  wonderful  year  with  friends  in  Athens,  and  the  Batons, 
because  of  C.P.'s  health  wore  to  stay  abroad  where  they  made  their  homo  for 
so  many  years*  Those  wanderings  and  consequent  family  changes  soon  to  bring 
to  a  clone  tho  ohronlolos  of  tho  Halcoye,  cm!  to  begin  the  nodem  era  of 
differences  in  history  to  be  continued  in  the  next  generation. 


1  l 


od 


.  ;  .  ■  ... 

•  .  * 


' 

* 

...  fouraO 

>  r  ''C  .* 

. 

•I  fc©  ‘  rttl  t  o.  ':2  ,  ■  ■  :  jj 

.  XU  «  -V  *?cni  ifcti*''. 


.  ... 


' 

■ 

•. ;; 

•  *  ’*  •  .  '  r  *;  X  a  *i  t  ^  l  vv  '’!•«*  .i**..  t:  •* 

. 

.  . 

£  .  . 

■ 


*  • 


MARRIAGES* 


Frances  f  Margaret  Halsey 
to 

Steeart  Paton  (109?) 


R*  T*  Haines  Halsey 
to 

Helen  Homne  (1094) 


John  Taylor  Halcoy 
to 

Ethel  Mildred  Packard  (13 90) 


Lilian  Haines  Halsey 
to 


Lerrellys  F,  Barker  (19 OS) 
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